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CHAPTER I1

introduction

societies throughout the world are challenged by a variety of

threatening problems including industrial unrestunresty racial prejudice

crime delinquency and war krech crutchfield & ballachey 1962

p 2 related to these problems is the fact that technological

advancement has for exceeded social progress skinner 1965 has

described our modern predicament in the following words

mans power appears to have increased out of all proportion
to his wisdom he has never been in a better position to
build a healthy happy and productive world yet things have
never seemed so black two exhausting world wars have given
no assurance of a lasting peace dreams of progress toward a
higher civilization have been shattered by the spectacle of the
murder of millions of innocent people p 41

although the family often serves as a buffer in protecting

its individual members from community pressures hansen & hill
1964 p 795 9 the problems of society are shared by the family

while it is not clear whether the family is disorganized and

deteriorating or is in a state of transition and reorganization

it is acknowledged that the family is encountering severe and

ominous problems anshen 1949194 P9 6 stresses upon the family

include illness war separation desertion nonsupport infidelity

alcoholism drug addiction delinquency illegitimacy divorce

suicide and mental illness hansen & hillhili
particularly related to this study is the suggestion by davis

196519659 p 149 that contemporary western civilization experiences an

including

innocentpeople p

iI1 n

uponthe
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2

extra ordinary amount of parentadolescentparent conflictadolescent

coopersmith 1968 has suggested the need of a positive

approach to modern social problems the question is no longer

how to avoid maladjustment and insecurity but rather how to generate

those capacities that enable an individual to function effectively

in his private personal and public activities p 96

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday has attempted

to make available to its members programs and resources which would

aid them in the development of capacities and strengths to more

effectively deal with contemporary problems particularly those

related to family living in the fall of 1964194lgb this church announced

a churchwidechurch programwide known as the family home evening program

which was to be carried on by parents in the home the program was

intended to be more than just a discussion of religious principles

it was supposed to include the living and applying of these principles

in daily activities home evening manual 195 P vi

the establishment of the family home evening program was

consistent with the philosophy of the L D S church expressed by

its president david 0 mckay

the home is the basis of a righteous life and no other
instrumentality can take its place nor fulfill its essential
function the problems of these difficult times cannot better
be solved in any other place by any other agency by any other
means than by love and righteousness and precept and example
and devotion to duty in the home home evening manual 1966 p v

it is a basic teaching of the L D S church that parents are

responsible for teaching their children and that the home is usually

genera

961 1 1

relatedto

1965t V

i s

usuresponseresponsl allyaily
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I1 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

the general purpose of this study was to identify factors

which may influence the attitudes of teenagersteen towardagers the home

53

the best place for parents to do this teaching home evening manual

1965 p ix

larson 1967197 iin a9 masters thesis investigated factors

in the acceptance and adoption of the pamilyfamily home evening program

by L D S families in giving suggestions for further research

related to his study larson indicated a need to look at the home

evening program from the viewpoint of children in the family

particularly those in early adolescence he felt that it would be

meaningful to attempt to learn why some children resist home evening

while others participate eagerly data reported by larson 1967

ppap 719 iop105103lop seem to support the idea that families with older children

in theirthein early teens are less prone to adopt the home evening program

than are families in other stages of child rearing but he did not

attempt to explain why these families were reluctant to participate

therein

many important questions remain unanswered why do some teen-

agers have favorable attitudes toward home evening while others have

unfavorable attitudes are negative attitudes related to failure on

the part of parents to provide adequate leadership in initiating and

conducting the program answers to these questions would provide

information which would be of value to all those who are involved in

planning and carrying out the home evening program

f

intheir eveningprogram
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evening program one subpurposesub ofpurpose the study was to test in the

field of family relations certain hypotheses derived from the area

of small group research these hypotheses were concerned with the

relationship of selected factors to attitudes toward the home

evening program another purpose of the study was to report reasons

perceived by L D S teenagersteen foragers favorable and unfavorable

attitudes toward home evening it is hoped that the descriptive data

obtained from these reports will furnish clues to the identity of

other factors which may be related to attitudes toward home evening

II11 hypotheses AND assumptions

A review of the literature reported in the next chapter led

to the development of the following hypotheses research related

to each hypothesihypothesishypothesis will be discussed briefly following the statement

of the hypothesis

1 the more teenagersteen perceiveagers that their familyfamilys home

evening follows the prescribed manual the less positive will be

their attitudes toward the concept of home evening

it is assumed that when families follow the prescribed home

evening manual lessons closely there will be little provision for

selecting materials which are meaningful to the particular family

involved and that the use of such irrelevant material will be a

factor related to negative participant attitudes family home evening

manual 1965195 P vii family home eveningEven manualirig 1966 p vi it
is also assumedassabs thattuned when families follow the prescribed home evening

s

eveni
I1 ng
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manual lessons closely member attitudes toward the program will be

less positive because of a lack of opportunity to set their own goals

and to make decisions several studies have suggested a relationship

between determinationselfdeterminationself of goals by group members and member

satisfaction berelson & steiner 196419649 p 552352 coch & french 1948

p 551531 french israel & As 1960 p 18 lippitt & white 1960

p 2615 iekenrieken & homans 1954 p 810815810813810

2 the more teenagersteen perceiveagers themselves as participating in

planning their familyfamilys home evening the more positive will be their

attitudes toward the concept of home evening

it is assumed that participation by teenagersteen inagers planning their

familys home evening will increase family interaction A high degree

of interaction among group members is often related to favorable

member attitudes particularly when the interaction takes place under

conditions of equality berelsonborelson & steiner 196491964 p 327 bovard 1956

p 485 homansromans 195019509 ppap 119ilg 120 155133 jackson 1960 p 158 wilson

& miller 1961 p bpi451431kni it is assumed that the more family members

interact in home evening the more positive will be their attitudes

toward the concept of home evening

5 the more teenagersteen perceiveagers themselves as participating

in presenting home evening lessons the more positive will be their

attitudes toward the concept of home evening

it is assumed that participation by teenagersteen inagers presenting

home evening lessons will be related to increased family interaction

and subsequently to more positive attitudes toward home evening as

program

261 R

memberattitudes

pe 11

30

V

813

berelson
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explained in the previous hypothesis

4 the more teenagersteen perceiveagers their family as discussing

questions or problems which are important to them during their

familyfamilys home evening the more positive will be their attitudes

toward the concept of home eveningeven

it
ingo

is assumed that when families discuss questions or problems

which the teenagersteen consideragers important interaction and participation

are encouraged interaction and participation among group members

seem to be related to favorable member attitudes berelson & steiner

1964 p 327527 bovard 1956 p 485 homans 1950 ppap 119 120 155133

jackson 1960 p 158138 wilson & miller 1961 p 451431

5 it is hypothesized that

a when teenagersteen perceiveagers their father as task oriented

and their mother as maintenance oriented their attitudes toward the

concept of home evening will be most positive

b when teenagersteen perceiveagers both parents as maintenance

oriented their attitudes toward the concept of home evening will be

less positive

c when teenagersteen perceiveagers both parents as task oriented

their attitudes toward the concept of home evening will be still less

positive

d when teenagers perceive their father as maintenance

oriented and their mother as task oriented their attitudes toward

the concept of home evening will be least positive

1209

i s

teen- agers
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parsons and bales 1955 concluded that one of the most

basic dimensions of differentiation within the nuclear family is

along instrumentalexpressiveinstrumental taskexpressive maintenance lines zelditchZeizel

1955

ditch

PPPPP P 13143153141 315 claimed general crossculturalcross supportcultural for the

hypothesis that the male adult commonly plays the role of instrumental

task leader and the female adult generally plays the role of the

expressive maintenance leader parsons and bales argued that a

clear differentiation of the fathers instrumental responsibility

for getting things done and the mothers expressive responsibility

for providing emotional warmth would enhance the stability and

security of the family

for one thing to be a stable focus of integration the
integrativeexpressiveintegrative leader cant be off on adaptive
instrumental errands all the time for another a stable
secure attitude of members depends it can be assumed on a
clear structure being given to the situation so that an
uncertain responsibility for emotional warmth for instance
raises significant problems for the stability of the system
and an uncertain managerial responsibility an unclear definition
of authority for decisions and getting things done is also
clearly a threat to the stability of the system appp 31210

winter 1958 ppap 4243424542 4543 indicated that when the wife tried

to perform both task and maintenance functions she was not able to

perform either role effectively because of the negative feelings

created by her performance of task functions dager 1964 ppap 757

suggested that a lack of clearly delineated instrumentalexpressiveinstrumental

roles

expressive

in the family would tend to confuse the child and perhaps

contribute to personality disorganization

P

expressive
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the above research findings seem to suggest that emphasis on

task functions by the fatherather and on maintenance functions by the mother

would be associated with the most positive attitude toward parental

leadership since taskmaintenancetask responsibilitiesmaintenance would tend to be

clearly delineated and in accordance with the societal norms hypothe-

sized by parsons and bales according to the parsons and bales

approach to role differentiation emphasis on maintenance functions

by both parents would be less effective in promoting a positive

attitude toward parental leadership because of the relative likelihood

of failure in family goal achievementsachievement according to parsons and balesbaies

theory emphasis on task functions by both parents would also be less

effective in promoting positive attitudes toward parental leadership

because of the relative disregard for the solution of problems

related to keeping interpersonal relations pleasant

the research data surveyed by the writer gave no clear indication

whether a relative emphasis by both parents on task functions would

be more closely related to positive attitudes toward parental

leadership than would an emphasis by both parents upon maintenance

functions for testing purposes howeverhow ititwasetwaseveryevero was assumed that the

relative emphasis upon maintenance functions would produce the more

positive attitudes toward parental leadership emphasis upon

maintenance functions by the father and upon task functions by the

mother would be least conducive to positive attitudes toward parental

leadership because of presumed confusion resulting from the reversal

of the societal norms hypothesized by parsons and bales ackerman

f

andbales

writerten

leadershipbecause
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195819589 ppe 153155 has suggested that the reversal of traditional male

female roles is related to the distortion of parental functions and

is a disturbing influence upon the development of children verville

19671967f PP 7778 reported data in support of the conclusion that

children tend to show hostility toward their parents in families

where parental roles were reversed

it was assumed that factors which influence attitudes toward

parental leadership also influence attitudes toward the home evening

program

111IIIiliill definition OPOF TERMS

attitude an evaluation by an individual of some symbol

object or aspect of his world as favorable or unfavorable katz

1960 p 168

family council A meeting of all members of the family in

which problems are discussed and solutions sought dreikurs 1964

P 301501

family home evening A weekly meeting of the family under

the direction of the parents for the purpose of discussing religious

principles and participating in joint activities family home

evening manual 1964 p v

family home evening program the official name of the family

home evening program of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day

homeevening

ob actect

even

F even pro am
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leadership the performance of those acts which help the

group achieve its preferred outcomes cartwright & zander 1960

PPO 92492

mormonscormonsMor 1mons ED S or latterdaylatter M saintsday terms used

interchangeably to designate the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints or its members larson 1967197 PP 67

maintenance functions actions which are necessary in a

group to maintain the group itself such actions are also referred

to as expressive or socio emotional functions

maintenance Qrientationorientationorientationrien Atation relative emphasis on the performance

of maintenance functions more than task functions in the family by

either or both parents

task functions actions which are necessary in a group to

facilitate goal achievement such actions are also referred to as

instrumental functions

task orientation A relative emphasis on the performance of

task functions more than maintenance functions in the family by

either or both parents

content analysis A method of studying and analyzing

communications in a systematic objective and quantitative manner

for the purpose of studying variables kerlingerKerlin 19419649gerygerg p 54 11

semantic differential A technique for measuring attitudes

by obtaining ratings on a number of bipolar adjective scales krech

crutchfield & ballachey 1962 p 179

R

L

orits

5444
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CHAPTER II11

REVIEW OPOF THE literaturetheliterature

I1 RELATED STUDIES IN THE FIELD OPOF THE FAMILY

A review of the literature revealed only one investigation

of home evening in a family context in that study larson 1961967

investigated factors related to the acceptance and adoption of the

family home evening program by L D S families larson regarded

the program as a form of family ritual and as an effort by the

L D S church to initiate a program of planned change among member

families As part of his review of literature larson 1967

ppap 9269 traced26 the history of family home evening in the L D S

church from local efforts in the early 1900 to the churchwidechurch

adoption

wide

of the program in 1964

somewhat related to the family home evening is the concept of

family council dreikurs 1964 defined the term family council as

a meeting of all members of the familyamily in which problems are discussed

and solutions sought p 3013 bossard and boll 1958 described the

family council as a meeting of a family group to discuss matters of

common interestinterestto to its members the operation of family councils

as described above implies that the family is a unified group of

interacting personalities in which each member has his rights roles

and responsibilities bossard 1955 P 407 effective operation

of a family council may contribute to family unity and rapport

do so

do so

do so

1900s

f

i s

interactingpersonalities
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mutual respect and responsibility equality and to the solution of

troublesome problems bossard and boll 1958 dreikurs 1964

II11 THE FAMILY AS A SMALL GROUP

because of the lack of pertinent studies in a family context

the investigator turned to the field of social psychology and

particularly to small group research in an effort to find theory

and research data related to the present study

several writers have suggested that the family can profitably

be studied as a small group among the early writers who contributed

to this approach were cooley and burgess cooley 1929 regarded

the family as a primary group which gave the individual his

earliest and completescomplecompie experiencetest in social unity p 26j 11

christensen i19641964 pointed out that it was burgess who did the

most to stimulate the socialpsychologicalsocial approachpsychological to the family

hill 195819589 pps 779 596859 noted68 145 studies of the family as a small

group which were made prior to 1956 and he reported an increasing

tendency to study the family as a smallsmail group association

parsons and bales 1955 PP 508 555355 argued that it is

fruitful to consider the nuclear family as a special case of a small

group sharing characteristics common to small groups of about the

same size bossard and boll 195819589 p 179 described marriage as

the establishment of a project in group living they believed that

stable family life is dependent upon the operation of the family as

a group rather than as a collection of individuals strodtbeck 1954

ho

p 260

asmall

uponthe
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compared findings derived from the observation of ad hoehoc three

person groups with his own findings in regard to threememberthree

families

member

he found encouragement for the idea that there is a

common process underlying both primary and ad hoc group interaction

comparisons of the family with other small groups have

revealed factors peculiar to the family such as feelings of interd-

ependence in community relations feelings of responsibility for

one anotheranothers well being difficulty of withdrawal from the relation-

ship agesexage structuresex and functions krech crutchfield & ballacheybauacheyBaU

1962

achey

parsons & bales 1955 since these factors are peculiar to the

family and might create special conditions which could invalidate

some of the general small group principles as applied to the familyfarfaj

it
nily

seems that the principles of group dynamics need testing in the

particular area of the family in the light of the data presented

above however it appears that the general principles of small

group operation may well serve as guides in approaching the study

of family relations there seems to be then justification for

using the findings from small group research in approaching a study

of the family home evening program

III111ili THE CONCEPT OF ATTITUDE

the concept of attitude as developed in social psychology

is one of the most widely used concepts in behavioral science

research and theory allport 1967 P 53 it has been a central

research variable in investigating a tremendous variety of behavior

I1
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defleurDeP &leur westie 1960 ppap 171817 since18 the concept of attitude

is used in the present study a review of various meanings of the

word especially as they relate to behavioral research and theory

seems pertinent

defleur and westie 1960 traced the historical usage of the

word attitude in the seventeenth century the word commonly

referred to the physical positioning of an artists subject with

respect to background over the centuries the word acquired new

meanings suehsuch as the position of an individual on political issues

modes of thought characteristic of groups or classes and the

individuals predisposition toward the world alexander bain and

herbert spencer used the term in referring to a set way of thinking

duningdaringduring the late l800s18001s psychologists used the term in describing

differing states of readiness to perform experimental tasks among

their subjects depleurDeP &leur westie 1960 ppap 182018 the20 concept of

taskattitudetask playedattitude an important part in many psychological

experiments near the end of the nineteenth century allport 1961967

PPO 4 4

W I1 thomas and pierianflorian znaniecki have been credited with

giving the concept of attitude an important place in sociological

writings allport 19619677967 P 6 thomas and znaniecki used attitude

as a key concept to indicate a relationship between an individual

and a socially significant object defleur & westie 1960 ppap 192019

concern

20

with the measurement of attitudes began in the

1920 since the early efforts of thurstone chave and bogardus

usedattitude

19201s

defleur

defleur

def
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261o2610 tf bogardus 19511931 stated that an attitude is a tendency

to act toward or against some environmental factor which becomes

thereby a positive or negative value p 52 11 allport 1967

described attitude as a mental and neural state of readiness

organized through experience exerting a directive or dynamic

influence upon the individuals response to all objects and

situations with which it is related p 8

ap1p

unfinfavorabl e

ap1p 1771 tat1 krech and associates 1962 ppap 140lyoiyo

141ini 1781789 179 explained that the above system consists of a

a cognitive evaluative belief about the object b a feeling

about the object and c a behavioral readiness associated with the

object fishbein 1967 criticized the above definition and

suggested that beliefs and behavioral intentionsintention can better be

15

thousands of investigators have contributed procedures for measuring

attitudes depleurDeP &leur westie 1960 ppap 192019 As20 researchers

conducted studies from various points of view many different

definitions of attitude werewene proposed thurstone 19521932 defined

attitude as the affect for or againstaagainst a psychological object

p 261

katz 1960 defined

attitude as the predisposition of the individual to evaluate

some symbol or object or aspect of his world in a favorable or

unfavorable manner fp 1681

krech crutchfield and ballachey 1962 described attitude

as a system with component parts they defined attitude as an

enduring system of positive or negative evaluations emotional

feelings and pro or con action tendencies with respect to a

social object p I1

wereproposed

i s

againstsome

againsta

6

defleur



www.manaraa.com

16

viewed as determinants or consequences of attitudes rather than as

parts of attitudes

defleur and westie 1960 indicated a narrowing of views

in recent years as to the meaning of attitude they said in

part that there are two current conceptions of the term

a attitude as the probability of recurrence of behavior
forms of a given type and b attitude as a hypothetical
variable functioning within the behaving individual which mediates
and gives consistency to observable behavior fp 20

the usefulness of latent process definitions in which

attitude is regarded as something which occurs inside an individual

and which determines the way in which he responds to a stimulus

was questioned by defleurdepleur and westie 1901960 p 24 they felt that

those who propose latent process conceptions of attitudes have a

responsibility to demonstrate the validity and utility of such concepts

tittle and hill 1967 countered defleur and westies argument with

the following statement

by abandoning attempts to assess internal states the
behaviorist binds response variance to highly unique organism
environmentinenvironmentin situations from which generalizations may be
achieved only by reference to relevant external factors which
lie buried in the past so defined attitude becomes merely a
matagorycatagorycat ofagory highly specific behaviors that is scientifically
useful only as a dependent variable in the study of social
learning p 281

alexander 1966 agreed with tittle and hills point of view

he believed that a definition of attitude whichexcludeswhich considerationexcludes

of internal states would greatly reduce the utility of the term

defleur and westie i960196o1960 p 28 contended that a useful

conception of attitude must account for both the consistency and

p

lp

igo
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variability of behavior and must also be a logical inference

from observable behavior to accomplish these ends they have

proposed a that the idea of attitude as an intervening variable

be abandoned b that definitions be more closely tied to the

methods employed in measurement c that the social object of

the attitude be exactly specified d that the nature of responses

be more exactly specified and e that the measuring operationoperatiooperatic be

more exactly specified

IV THE relationship OF ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOR

after more than seventyfiveseventy yearsfive of researchsearch concerning

attitudes there are relatively few studies dealing with the

correspondence of attitudes and behavior and the relationship

between them is consequently not clear fishbeinPish 1967bein P 77

re

a

477

defleur and westie 1958 p 667 suggested that the relative absence

of studies may be partly due to the difficulty of isolating and

measuring overt acceptanceavoidanceacceptance actsavoidance

one of the first to report a lack of correspondence between

verbal attitudes and overt behavior was lapiere 195 he observed

that therethene was often a discrepancy between race prejudice as

indicated by verbal behavior and prejudice as indicated by bywillingnesswillingness

to admit colored people to hotels he felt that the observed discrep-

ancy resulted because verbal attitudes are only a verbal response

to a symbolic situation lapiere 1967 p 26

any attempt to predict behavior is a complex and difficult

sted

1934

thatthere

operation

fishbein

ign

subbe

fish
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undertaking regardless of whether attitudes or other variables are

considered bogardus 195119311931. p 484 fishbein 1967 p 491

called attention to the fact that behavior toward a given object

is a function of many variables of which attitude toward the

object is but one rokeach 1967 PP 550554530534550530 observed554534 that behavior

is not only a function of attitude toward an object but also of

attitude toward a situation tittle and hill 196719679 p 202

suggested that the degree of correspondence between measured attitudes

and other behavior varies not only with the measure of attitude

used but also with the criterion which is taken as an indicator

of behavior defleur and westie 1958 p 672 hypothesized that

lack of a straight line relationship between verbal attitudes and

overt action behavior can probably be explained in terms of the

involvement of the subjects in a system of social constraints

preventing them from acting overtly in the direction of their

convictionsoconvictionsconviction

fendrich 1966 p 355555ngg concluded that verbal attitudes can

be either consistent or inconsistent with overt behavior depending

upon the way respondents define the attitude measurement situation

when subjects defined the research setting as the usual playlikeplay

experiment

like

verbal attitudes were not found to be good predictors

of behavior however when subjects were encouraged to define the

research setting as a situation where current acts would have

consequences for future behavior verbal attitudes were found to be

good predictors of overt behavior

672hypothesized

so
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defleur and westie 1958 performed an experiment in which

the verbal attitudes of subjects toward negroes was determined and

then an overt action opportunity was presented the subjects were

asked if they were willing to be photographed with a negro person

of the opposite sex still later subjects were asked to sign a

photograph release agreementagreements the relationship between verbal

attitudes and overt acts was statistically significant and suggested

some correspondence between attitudes measured by verbal scales

and an acceptanceavoidanceacceptance actavoidance toward the attitude object in

spite of statistical significance however about onethirdone ofthird the

subjects exhibited behavior which was inconsistent with verbal

attitudes most subjects admitted in later questioning that their

overt actions were heavily influenced by their beliefs concerning

possible approval or disapproval by their reference groups

tittle and hill 1967 conducted a survey of research dealing

with attitude measurement and prediction of behavior they reported

that of the four studies in their sample of fifteen which most

adequately met methodological requirements three of the studies

showed attitude measures to be highly associated with behavioral

patterns

V ATTITUDES TOWARD GROUP membershipMIMERSHIP

in a society where freedom and democracy are valued it is
important to understand some of the factors which influence attitudes

toward group membership in such a society attitudes toward group

performed

si
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membership may determine whether or not a person will seek membership

in a group and once a member whether he will continue to participate

in group activities

the idea that individuals attempt to maximize personal gratifi-

cation and minimize deprivation in social interaction is well

supported by group research jackson 1960 p 138 and is a

helpful concept to keep in mind in analyzing sources of member attit-

udes A person will be increasingly attracted to a group and

satisfied with membership therein to the degree that he believes

his needs will be fulfilled by belonging A persons attraction

to a group and satisfaction with membership therefore depends

upon two basic factors a the particular needs of the person

involved and b the properties of the group concerned which are

related to need fulfillment cartwright & zander ppap 727872

favorable

78

attitudes toward group membership seem to be

particularly related to the fulfillment of certain needs including

needs to be highly regarded and valued aronson & mills 19601960

p 158138 cartwrightcarbCarf &cwright zander 1960 p 79 jackson 1960 p 154

needs to associate with friendly members rieken & homansromans 19601960

p 813 vanzelst 195219529 ppap 3003019500501500300 anddoi501dol needs to be secure and

unthreatened berelson & steiner 196419649 p 555353 cartwright & zander

19609 p 8583 both group effectiveness and member satisfaction are

likely to increase when member needs and personal goals correspond

or are highly interdependentwithinterdependent with group goals the chances that

such a condition will exist are maximized when the group is

es ofmember

134q

soure
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selfdeterminingself withdetermining respect to what it does and when members

of the group have the knowledge and skill required to make effective

decisions when members push their own needs at the expense of their

associates both satisfaction and effectiveness decline berelson &

steiner 1964 p 552352 rieken & homans 1954 p 815813

VI GROUP properties AND ATTITUDES OF MEMBERSEVBERS

A group may fulfill certain needs but fail to fill other

needs depending upon the properties of the group involved when

group properties are such that the group is relatively more attrac-

tive than other comparable groups people will not only have a

greater desire to become affiliated with it but also will be more

satisfied to remain as members once they have joined berelson &

steiner 196419640 p 558338

group properties associated with favorable member attitudes

include high cohesiveness optimal size and homogeneity of

membership characteristics gibb 1954 p 911 concluded that

cohesiveness and high morale are largely the result of having ones

expectations fulfilled kelley and thibaut 1954 p 765 listed
sources of group cohesion as a attractiveness of association

with the group and b attractiveness of the goals that are mediated

by belonging to the group cartwright and zander 19601960 ppap 808180

reported

al8l

that smaller units tend to be more satisfying than larger

units slater 195819589 ppap 157158137138157137 conducted158138 a study of creative

groups ranging in size from two to seven members he found thatging foundthat

and

9.9
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members were most satisfied with groups of five members of groups

larger than five often felt that their groups werewer disorderlysorderly and

wasted time while members of groups smaller than five complained

that the groups were too small considerable evidence exists that

homogeneity of individual characteristics among members of a group

promotes favorable attitudes carter & haythorn 1956 72 krech

crutchfield & ballicheballacheyballache 1962 p 463465

VII THE NATURE OPOF GROUP RELATIONS AND membershipMMERSHIP ATTITUDES

attitudes of members generally improve in groups which

progress and experience success in accomplishing their goals

bachmenBach 1964men ppap 272275272273272 273275 cartwright & zander 1960 p 81

deutsch 1959 p 94 lippitt & white 19601960 p 266 rieken &

homans 195111954 p 805 strotlandstromlandStrot 195919599land P 79 A factor closely

related to group success in goal achievement is the matter of how

clearly the members understand what the group goals are how they arecare

to be achieved and how their particular task is related to achievement

of the goals raven and rietsema 19601960 ppap 595415395413595395 found413415 that

members were more strongly attracted to a group when group goals

and ways of achieving the goals were clear members were also

more satisfied when they understood how their task was related to

the groupsgroup goals and their achievement

A high degree of interaction among members is generally

considered to be positively related to favorable member attitudes

particularly when the interaction takes place under conditions of

e di sorderly

P

811bachyen
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equality berelson & steiner 196419649 p 327527 bovard 1956 p 485

homans 1950 ppap 1191199 1201209 155133 jackson 196091960 p 158138 wilson &

miller 1961 p 451431 homans 195019509 p 155133 suggested that

member satisfaction related to increased interaction may be partly

explained by the fact that interacting persons tend to become more

alike in their activities and sentiments

other factors seem to be related to group member attitudes

lippitt and white 1960 p 264 concluded that free communication

promoted group satisfaction clique structure may decrease group

satisfaction by limiting interaction and communication and by

increasing isolation carlson ppap 551556331336551331 when556336 group members

engage in cooperative relations they are more likely to have

favorable attitudes than when they are competing berelson &

steiner 196491964 p 555353 cartwright & zander 1960 p 80 thomas

196019609 p 470 deutsch 1949 p 230250 observed that competitiveness

seemed to produce greater personal insecurity than did cooperation

VIIIVIXI GROUP leadership AND MEMBER ATTITUDES

the nature of leadership provided in a group may be a factor

in influencing the attitudes of group members theoretical approaches

to the study of leadership have changed considerably over the years

gibb 195 PP 915915913915gin915913gln the915 earliest approach to research on

leadership was concerned with identifying traits associated with

successful leadership cartwright & zander 1960 p 489 lippitt
196119619iggi p 7 the trait approach was generally disappointing

gibbggibba 1954
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cartwright & zander 1960 p 490 later the influence of

factors within the situation upon leadership behavior was studied

still later research tended to focus upon different leadership

styles currently a functional approach to leadership is being

used by many investigators lippitt 196119610iggi ppap 711711tiltii7 11

the functional approach to leadership is described by

cartwright and zander 1960 as follows

it seeks to discover what actions are required by
groups under various conditions if they are to achieve their
goals or other valued states and how different group members
take patpart in these group actions leadership is viewed as
the performance of those acts which help the group achieve
its preferred outcomes such acts may be termed group functionsfunction
more specifically leadership consists of such actions by
group members as those which aid in setting group goals moving
the group toward its goals improving the quality of interactions
among group members building cohesiveness of the group or
making resources available to the group in principle leadership
may be performed by one or many members of the group p 4921

crocketts 6195195519559 PP 382585382385382 585385 observation that group

functions which facilitate progress toward a collective goal may

be thought of as leadership function is in agreement with the

ideas of cartwright and zander quoted above

cartwright and zander 1960 p 496 observed that most

group objectives can be subsumed under one of two headings

a the achievement of some specific group goal or b the mainte-

nance or strengthening of the group itself these writers pointed

out that group or leadership functions may be distinguished according

to the type of objective to which the function contributes

zander1960

situatiofiltioil

viewedasviewedas

sO
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examples of member behaviors that serve functions of goal
achievement are initiates action keeps membersmembers1 attention
on the goal clarifies the issue develops a procedural
plan evaluates the quality of work done and makes infor-
mation available examples of behaviors that serve functions
of group maintenance are keeps interpersonal relations pleasant

provides encouragement gives the
minority a chance to be heard stimulates self direction
and increases the interdependence among members p 496 11

winer and halpin 1957 identified two main dimensions of

leadership behavior which were similar to the above diminsionsdimensionsdimin

mentioned

sions

by cartwright and zander they reported that 8583 per

cent of the leadership behavior observed by them could be included

under one of two dimensions a initiating structure and

b consideration initiating structure referred to the leaders

behavior in delineating the relationship between himself and the

members of his group and in endeavoring to establish welldefinedwell

patterns

defined

of organization channels of communication and ways of

getting the job done consideration referred to behavior indicative

of friendship mutual trust respect and warmth in relationships

between the leader and members of the group

parsons and bales olgg19551955 PP 278280278 concluded280 that there was

a tendency in small decisionmakingdecision groupsmaking for two leaders to emerge

one concerned with achieving group goals and the other contributing

to the socio

the task leader seemed to be associated with

behaviors such as giving suggestions directions and opinions

i

49610

1

emotional maintenance of the group the leader

concerned with goal achievement was referred to as the task leader

while the person who contributed to group maintenance was called a

sociometric11sociometric star

fl arbitratesflarbitrates disputes

11
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gormangerman described the maintenance leader sociometric star as

one who is sensitive to the individual needs of group members and

one who works to improve group relations p 293 thibaut and kelley

195919599 PP 274276274 referred276 to the socialemotionalsocial specialistemotional

as a maintenance specialist because of his function in maintaining

the interdependence of members and the survival of the group

parsons and bales 19551955i

I1ts

26

the sociometric star tended to be associated with patterns of

behavior such as the expression of emotions supportive behavior to

others the desire to please and be liked and a generalized liking

for other members parsons & bales 1955 PP 509510309310nog509309

gormangerman

510310

19651963 has described a task leader as one who encourageencourages

group members to gain knowledge and skills the task leader also

makes decisions and evaluates the performance of others appfpp 5939

593

284 reported that when task and

maintenance leaders were mutually supportive groups tended to

function more effectively than where such support was absent

closely related to the concept of taskmaintenancetask different-

iation

maintenance

of leadership functions is the idea of instrumentalexpressiveinstrumental

functional

expressive

differentiation parsons and bales 1955 described

instrumental and expressive functions as follows

the instrumental area concerns the relations of the system
to its situationsituatisituate outside the system to meeting the adaptive
conditions of its maintenance of equilibrium and instrumentally
establishing the desired relations to external goal objects
the expressive area concern the internal affairs of the
system the maintenance of integrative relations between the
members and regulation of the patterns and tension levels of
its component units p 4710473ttlbtl

s

PP

p
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attitudes of members toward group leadership seem to be

related to a number of factors kelley and thibaut 1954 p 777

suggested that the satisfaction of members with any given leadership

style is affected at least initially by the expectations which

members have about how the leader role should be performed

berelson and steiner 1964 concluded that democractic leadership

is more conducive to member satisfaction than autocratic or

laissezfairelaissez leadershipfaire lippittlippldippl and white 19601960 p 269 hypothesized

that the two major factors that sometimes make autocracy more

satisfying than democracy are clearness of roles and efficiency

of group performance when these two factors are achieved in

democracy however democracy is all the more satisfying lippitt
and white also found that laissezfairelaissez leadershipfaire was definitely less

satisfying to the groups of boys with whom they worked than was

democratic leadership

satisfaction is generally enhanced when group members are

allowed to participate in making decisions and setting group

goals coch & french 194819489 p 5315515 french israel & As 196019609

p 18 reiken & homans 1954 p 810 lippitt and white 1960

concluded that

of all the generalizations growing out of the experimental
study of groups one of the most broadly and firmly established
is that the members of a group tend to be more satisfied if
they have at least some feeling of participation in its decisions
p 261

the se

definitelyless

democraticleadership

aso

firmlyestablished

2610
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IX FAMILY ROLE differentiation AND MEMBER ATTITUDES

several investigators have attempted to relate small group

theory and research findings to the nuclear family parsons and

bales 1955 P 22 suggested certain similarities between role

differentiation in the family and the emergenceemerganceemer ofgance leadership in

small groups they concluded that one of the most basic dimensions

of differentiation within the nuclear family was along instrumental

expressive lines farber iggi19621964 noted that

0 0 a instrumental values and norms pertain to the continuity
of the family unit through generations administration of
family affairs and the place of the family among other
institutions instrumental valuation is manifested in a
high preference given to values and expectations related to
economic security physical health of the family members
a respected place in the community and adherence to moral
and religious principles in developing role expectations
P 291

farberparber described socialemotionalsocial valuesemotional and norms as being

0 0 related to the development of a system of personal
relationships between family members socialemotionalsocial
valuation

emotional
is manifest in a high preference given to values

and expectations related to companionship personality
development emotional security and affectional satisfaction

P 291

bresnitz and kugelmass 1951965 suggested that the instrumental

behavior of parents would be perceived by the child as

0 0 direct responsibility for the solution of the childs
tasks for skill and information that are prerequisites to the
role in its adaptive aspects and for the authority required
to make binding managerial decisions and associated with this
managerial complex the primary responsibility for the

discipline and training of the child p 107lot

ANDVEMBER

p 10716
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bresnitz and kugelmass 1965 p 112 concluded from their

data that instrumentality and expressivity should be treated as

two dimensions which are theoretically independent

zeiditchzelditchZeizel 1955ditch found general crossculturalcross supportcultural for

the following hypotheressthesess

a if the nuclear family constitutes a social system stable
over time it will differentiatewilldifferentiate roles such that instrumental
leadership and expressive leadership of the system are discrimi-
nated

b if the nuclear family consists in a defined normal
component of the male adult female adult and their immediate
children the male adult will play the role of instrumental
leader and the female adult will play the role of expressive
leader pp 31431510514315nib514314

zelditchZeizel

315

1955ditch observed that the husband is generally

0 0 expected to be a good provider to be able to secure
for the couple a good position in the community the wife
on the other hand is expected to develop the skills in human
relations which are central to making the home harmonious and
pleasant for both p 1631165

stephens 19651963 felt that Zeizelzelditchzelditchsditch generalizations regarding

the universal attributes of husbandwifehusband roleswife need some qualification

it is probably too much to claim that there is a certain
type of role differentiation that universal to all families
I1 feel sure zelditchZeizel wouldditch agree to this it would be safer
to claim universality on a society level and even this is
probably a bit rash further I1 would not choose the labels
instrumental leader and expressive leader to describe the

attributes of husbandrolehusband androle wife role still making
allowance for these qualifications I1 think there is some
validity for zeiditchszelditchs statement there are extraordinary
crossculturalcross regularitiescultural in husbandwifehusband roleswife pp 505503303 3041p

A number of explanations of observed crossculturalcross reg-
ularities

cultural

in husbandwifehusband roleswife have been proposed stephens

19651963 p 281 suggested that the division of labor between husband

fromtheir

hypotheses

i s

i s

beenproposedlarities

31510ap
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and wife seems to have little to do with biological capabilities and

limitations except those associated with child bearing and nursing

of children goode 1964 agreed that bearing and nursing of

children were important factors influencing sex role differentiation

in the family

the mother begins with the nurturancenur ofturance the child estab-
lishing a close physical and psychological bond because of the
gratifications both give one another her social relational
tasks are expressive emotional or integrativeintegral she is to
console to nurse to bring together again those who have
quarreled the father is the instrumental leaderleaden organizing
family labor for production political conflicts or war
he must solve the problems of the outside environment social
or physical p 71

I1

7110tilo

leadersleaderg

some investigators have suggested that certain variations

in husbandwifehusband roleswife may be expected to influence the nature of

family relations in predictablepredipredl wayscItable lidz 19611961iggi p 48 noted

that failure to maintain different roles and tasks in the family

led to pathological family interaction winter 1958 ppap 4245424342

indicated

4543

that when the wife tried to perform both task and mainte-

nance functions she was not able to perform either role effectively

because of the negative feelings created by her performance of

task functions

goode 1964 concluded thatthatsthatt

a family that has a weak or ineffectual mother or
a cold unyielding father is less likely to fail in its
socializing tasks than one in which there is either a cold
unyielding mother or a weak ineffectual father p 71

ackerman 1958 expressed the belief that confusion related

to the roles of husband and wife has had an immeasurable effect

bringtogether

tp 711

ve

9245
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in distorting the sexual and emotional development of the child

P 175173 tttf

A number of studies have reported changes in husbandwifehusband

role

wife

allocation in recent times stephens 19651963 p 288 noted

that sexual division of labor is comparitivelycomparatively less strict in

industrialized democracies than in other societies the results

of several studies support the idea that there has been a merging

of sex roles in which differences have been reduced koltarKol 1962tar

lemasters 1957 winch 1952 ackerman 1958 contended that a

reversal of sex roles has taken place in many families

X SUMMARY

because of a lack of pertinent studies in a family context

the present study was approached largely from the standpoint of

small group theory and research several writers suggested that

the family could be profitably studied as a smallsmail group association

since the concept of attitude is used in this study a

review of thetiettexie history of the development of the term as an important

research variable was undertaken research findings bearing

upon the relationship of attitudes and behavior were reviewed

the possible influence of group properties group relationsrelationsyrelation

and

sy

group leadership upon the attitudes of group members was

explored role differentiation patterns in small groups and

families were compared and possible implications of role variations

sexualdivision

severalwriters

studiedas smallgroupstudiedas

comparistivelyitively

boltar
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were examined evidence suggesting recent changes in husbandwifehusband

role

wife

allocations was surveyed

1i n
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CHAPTER 111IIIill

methodologyeethodology

I1 RESEARCH DESIGN

this study was an attempt to measure the attitudes of

teenagersteen towardagers the home evening program and to identify factors

which may be related to such attitudes one subpurposesub ofpurpose the study

was to test in the field of family relations certain hypotheses

derived from the area of small group research these hypotheses

were concerned with the relationship of selected factors to attitudes

toward the home evening program another subpurposesub ofpurpose the study was

to report reasons given by teenagersteen foragers favorable and unfavorable

attitudes in an attempt to identify other factors which may be

related to attitudes toward home evening the present investigation

therefore had elements characteristic of exploratory descriptive

and hypothesestestinghypotheses studiestesting selltiz jahoda deutsch & cook

196719679 PP 505150

II11

51

development OF THE questionnaire

A search of available instrumentsinstrumentsdid did not reveal any which

fit the particular requirements of the present investigation it
was decided therefore to develop a questionnaire adapted to the

specific nature of the study

the questionnaire contained sections designed to measure
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attitudes parentala leadershiprental orientationsorientation descriptive and

control variables home evening experience and reasons for both

positive and negative attitudes

the questionnaire was pretested prior to its use in actual

data collection the pretest involved fortyeightforty ninthgradenintheight

seminary

grade

students in three classes suggestions by the students

prompted the deletion of one item and the rewording of other items

A retest of part of the questionnaire involving the same students

was conducted two weeks later
operational definitions of dependent and independent variables

involved in the study and information concerning the reliability
and validity of various parts of the questionnaire follow it
should be understood that designation of variables as dependent

and independent does not imply that a cause and effect relationship

can be shown through the methods used in this study

111IIIili DEPENDENT VARIABLE

positive or negative attitude toward the concept of home

evening attitude toward home evening was determined through

use of a semantic differential rating technique directly involving

the concept of home evening the attitude was defined as the

allocation of the meaning of thisthithl concept to any of seven semantic

spaces on a continuous scale the unfavorable pole of the evaluative

scale was assigned the score of 1 with the remaining semantic

spaces being assigned continuous positive intergersinte uprgers to 7 at

ILYT

P

s

pole
11111

711
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the favorable pole overallover evaluativeall ratings were summed to

obtain the attitude score bipolarbi adjectivespolar were randomized

as to positive and negative direction osgood C E et al 1957

p 190

95gp

gigl

ppap 192195192 an195 advantage of using the evaluative factor of the

semantic differential as an attitude scale is that it applies

the same set of evaluative scales to all concepts measured osgood

1967 p 112 kerlinger 1964 p 578 added that the semantic

differential is flexible and easy to adapt to varying research

demands and economical to administer and to score

after reviewing available data kerlinger 1964 p 578

concluded that the semantic differential has been shown to be

sufficiently reliable and valid for many research purposes test

retest reliability coefficients ranged from .8787 to 95.9593 with a mean

r of .9191 when the semantic differential was used as a measure of

attitude osgood et al 1957

cataodatao

validlvalidaetyity

after reviewing relevant data some authorities concluded

that the use of the evaluative factor evaluative adjective pairs

of semantic differentials seems to meet all the criteria for a

measure of attitudes kerlingerKerlin 1964gerggerv p 579 osgood et al 1957

192 concerning validity

osgood and associates 1957 stated that

the evaluative dimension of the semantic differential
displays reasonable facevalidityface asvalidity a measure of attitude
for example suci was able to differentiate between high and
low ethnogentriesethnocentrics as determined independently from the escaleE
of

scale
the authoritarian personality studies on the basis of their

ratings of various ethnic concepts on the evaluative scales of
the differential p 1921930192195192 195

V
ps

p

fromthe

1930
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additional information concerning the validity and reliability

of the semantic differential was presented by osgood 1971967 as

follows

dr percy tannenbaum compared factorefactorE scores for subjects
judging the concepts the negro

112o1120

ifieefie

the church and capital
punishment with their scores on special thurstone attitude
scales devised to tap each of these attitudes reliabilities
of the factorefactorE scores proved to be slightly higher actually
than those of the thurstone scales more important the
factorefactorE scores for the concepts correlated with their corre-
sponding thurstone scale scores as highly as reliabilities
could allow in other words it would appear that whatever the
specific thurstone scales were measuring and they were designed
to measure attitude the E factor was measuring equally well

p 112

osgood and associated 1957 also reported that the guttman

scale and the evaluative scale of the differential are measuring the

same thing to a considerable degree

evaluative factor scales were selected for the questionnaire

from a list provided by osgood and associates 1957 PP 535555555553 on55

the basis of relevance to the concept being considered i e

home evening this procedure was suggested by osgood and associates

1957 78 scales were randomly alternated in polarity direction

to prevent the formation of position preference osgood et al 1957

p 82 sevenstepseven scalesstep were used because it was found that

with seven alternatives all of them tend to be used and with

about equal frequencies osgood et al 19571957f 85

IV independent VARIABLES

I11 perceive that the program follows the prescribed manual

tannenbaumdenbaum

measuringand
attitudethe

P

PO

p

pr

sponding

speel
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respondents were asked to rate the frequency with which their

family followed the prescribed home evening manual lessons as

a regularly b frequently c occasionallyoccasional dlyslyo seldom

and e never numerical values were assigned ranging from

5 for a to 1 for e ft

2 perceive themselves als participating j planning home

evenings respondents were asked to rate the frequency with which

they helped in planning home evening frequency was rated as with

the previous variable

53 perceive themselves as participating in presenting

home evening lessons respondents were asked to rate the frequency

with which they participated in presenting home evening lessons

frequency was rated as with the previous variables

perceive their family as discussing questions or

problems which are important to the teenagersteen respondentsagersabersabens were

asked to rate the frequency with which their family discussed

questions or problems which were important to the teenagersteen

frequency

agers

was rated as with the previous variables

5 tasktoktak oriented this variable refers to a relative

emphasisemphasi on the performance of task functions more than maintenance

functions in the family by either or both parents task functions

are actions which are necessary in a group to facilitate goal

achievement respondents were asked to rate the frequency of each

of their parents behavior with reference to five behavior descrip-

tions characteristic of a task orientation frequency was rated

37
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as a regularly b frequently c occasionally d seldom or

e never numerical values which were assigned ranged from 1

to 5 with increasing frequency

maintenance oriented this variable refers to a relative

emphasis on the performance of maintenance functions more than

task functions in the family by either or both parents maintenance

functions are actions which are necessary in a group to maintain

the group itself respondents were asked to rate the frequency of

each parents behavior with reference to five behavior descriptions

characteristic of a maintenance orientation frequency was rated

numerically as with the previous variable

behavior descriptions used in the measurement of task and

maintenance orientations were selected by three faculty members

from a list presented to them by the investigator the original list
of behaviorofbehavior descriptions was composed by the investigator after a

review of the literature related to the origin and meaning of the

terms task

liitt11111

and maintenance

only those items selected by two or more faculty members were

used in the final questionnaire in this way an attempt was made

to select items on the basis of face validity selltizsellti et al

196719679 ppap 164165164

an

165

attempt was made to assess the reliability of the items

designed to measure taskmaintenancetask orientationmaintenance by using a test
retest method fortyeightforty ninthgradenintheight studentsgrade were tested and

then retested after two weeks testretesttest reliabilityretest coefficients

theorigin

i zseleti
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were as follow a for items measuring the task orientation of the

father r s .8787 b for items measuring the maintenance orientation

of the father r forfon

islessesless

87 these correlations represent

a moderately high degree of statistical significance

A part of the questionnaire was designed to describe reasons

given by teenagersteen foragers positive and negative attitudes toward home

evening subjects were asked to answer openendopen questionsend about

incomplete stories portraying favorablefavotavoravo andrablerabie unfavorable attitudes

toward the program these questions asked the respondents to give

what they thought were the reasons for the attitudes portrayed in

the stories

the story completion test is a projective technique in which

values attitudes needs wishes as well as impulses and motives

are projected upon objects and behavior outside the individual

kerlinger 196419649 ppap 5533 525 gingles 195519559 p 5 suggested

that a projective technique such as an incomplete story test could

yield a truer picture of interaction within a family than could

more direct tests gingles 1955 investigated the administration

and scoring of the incomplete story test as a measure of teenagersteen

perception

agers

of affectional relationships in the family she concluded

that there were no significant differences in the number of responses

obtained from oral and written methods of administrationofadministration and that

the written method of administration is less time consuming and less

andbehavior

truerpicture

endquestions

87

95

879

95.9593 c r items measuring the task orientation

of the mother r s 82 and d for items measuring maintenance

orientation of the mother r

879.879
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expensive than the oral method she also concluded that there were

no significant differences in the number of responses obtained

from stories having male or female heroes the above findings

were considered in composing and administering the incomplete

stories used in this study

V SAMPLE description

the sample was chosen from ninthgradeninth seminarygrade students in

the salt lake valley south seminary district the population

consisted of all ninthgradeninth seminarygrade classes in the district
since the sample was selected with classes rather than individuals

as the samplingsan unitpling it eancan be properly called a cluster sample

this cluster sample was selected by a simple random method as

described by selltiz and associates 196 P 555533 all ninth

grade seminary classes in the population were first listed the

classes were then numbered consecutively from 1 through 65 A

table of random digits was used in selecting the sample wyatt

& bridges 1966196691.9669 ppap 7 552555352355552352 twentythreetwenty555355 classesthree with an

enrollment of nog506306jog boys and 291 girls making a total of 597 were

thus selected for the sample included in the study were all

students in the classes selected who were in attendance on the

day that the questionnaire was administered

rationale for the selection of the sample included the fact

that ninthgradeninth seminarygrade students approximately 14 or 15 years

iteanitcan

usedinuselin

i ificants agnigni

1967t

79



www.manaraa.com

41

of age represented the early adolescent group which was the focus

of the study although seminary students are not fully representative

of the total L D S teenageteen populationage the use of seminary

students as subjects for the study allowed the researcher to obtain

a comparatively large sample of responses in a relatively short time

VI TEST administration AND DATA collection

permission to administer the questionnaire was obtained from

the seminary administrators involved A schedule ofvisitsof wasvisits
arranged and appointments to visit specific classes were made

after an introduction by the regular instructor the question-

naire was administered personally by the investigator to the class

members instructions for completing the questionnaire were read

orally by the investigator before the students began the question-

naire participating students were reminded that since the study

was to be anonymous they were not to write their names on the

questionnaire

VII ANALYSIS OPOF DATA

questionnaires were first checked for completeness sixteen

questionnaires were found to be incomplete and were eliminated from

the sample those respondents who indicated the absence of either

a male or emalefemale guardian in their home were also excluded one

questionnaire was eliminated because of the lack of a female

guardian and seventeen because of the lack of a male guardian

f
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twentyonetwenty questionnairesone were rejected because the students were

twelfthgraderstwelfth rathergraders than ninth graders these twelfthgraderstwelfth

were

graders

inadvertently included in the sample because one of the

seminaries offered a class ordinarily limited to ninthgradersninth tograders

seniors thisthithl was unknown to the writer at the time the sample

was selected

where possible the data were numerically coded and recorded

on IBM1124 data sheets the data were then transferred to cards and

checked for accuracy

the relationships of variables involved in testing hypotheses

one through four were determined by calculating the pearsonianpearsonipearsonxPearso

product

nian

moment correlation coefficients for each dependentindependentdependent

variable

independent

relationship involved computation of correlation coeffi-

cients was accomplished through the use of appropriate programs

on the B Y U IBM computer

although the use of the pearsonianPearso correlationnian coefficient

on ordinal data might be questioned a number of authorities seem to

agree that the use of such a procedure although not strictly

proper has been fruitful snedecor & cochran 1967 PPpps 244245244

stevens

245

1951 P 267265 torgerson 1958 p 24

the relationships of variables involved in testing hypothesis

number five were determined by computation of simple analysis of

variance this computation was also accomplished through the

use of an appropriate computer program

s

26

Pearsoni
1 an

snedecor
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answers to openendopen questionsend contained in the questionnaires

were content analyzed by three independent judges the judges were

instructed to read responses to the questions and suggest appropriate

categoriescategoricategory suggested categories were then compared by the investi-

gator and a final set of categories was determined on the basis of

common categories suggested by at least two of the judges quant-

ification was accomplished by having the judges count the number

of responses in each matagorycatagorycat

VII

agory

limitations OF THE STUDY

1 since nonseminarynon subjectsseminary were not included in the

sample the findings cannot be generalized to all L D S teen-

agers in the salt lake valley seminary district
2 since the study dealt with the behavior of family

members as perceived and reported by teenagersteen theagers relationship

of reported and actual behavior is unknown

53 although the study attempted to test some hypotheses

the wide range of factors considered and the exploratory nature of

the study precluded a detailed analysis because of time and

resource limitations

4 several limitations generally related to the measurement

of attitudes also apply to the study measured attitudes may be

only approximations of the way in which attitudes actually exist

in the mental life of an individual allport 1967 ppap 111211

since

12

an individual may have contradictory attitudes and since

es

20

fication

categori
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his attitudes may change attitudes as measured at one time may not

long represent a true picture of current changes allport 1967197

p 12 rationalization and deception almost always mccuoccuroccu especially

when the attitudes studied pertain to moral life or social status of

the subject allport 1961967 p 12

5 the nature of the relationship between attitudes and

behavior is not yet fully understood see section on attitudes

and behavior in chapter II11 p 17

6 no cause and effect relationships between variables can be

shown because of limitations in experimental design

VIII SUMMARY

this chapter described research design questionnaire

development sample selection test administration data collection

analysis of data and limitations related to the study the

present investigation has elements characteristic of exploratory

descriptive and hypothesestestinghypotheses studiestesting A questionnaire

designed to measure attitudes toward the home evening program

and factors of possible influence upon such attitudes was developed

A cluster sample made up of twentythreetwenty classesthree of ninthgradeninth

students

grade

was randomly selected from the salt lake valley south

seminary district the questionnaire was administered by the

author to students in attendance in the classes selected statistics
used in analyzing the data included the pearsonianPearso productnian moment

correlation coefficient and analysis of variancevarivarl limitationsanceeanceO

r
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CHAPTER IV

FINDINGS AND discussion

this chapter contains a description of the sample and a

presentation and discussion of the findings

I1 description OPOF SAMPLE

the sample consisted of 424 ninthgradeninth subjectsgrade 220 boys

and 204 girls these ninthgradeninth subjectsgrade ranged in age from 14

through 16 distribution of their ages was as follows

aeeage number percentage

14 114lin 26.9269

15 296 69.8698
16 14 333.3

totals

presentationtationdentationen

subjects220

percenta

do so

do so do so

do so

do so

269

698

100.01000

all of the subjects were L D S eightysixeighty persix cent had

been members seven years or more 12 per cent had been four to six

years and 2 per cent had been one to three years ninetythreeninety

per

three

cent of the subjects reported that both parents or guardians

were L D S 6 per cent that one was L D S and 1 per cent

that neither was L D S ninetyeightninety pereight cent of the subjects

parents or guardians who were L D S had been members of the

church at least seven years

ninetysevenninety perseven cent of the subjects reported that both of

their parents were living and 92 per cent reported that they were
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living with both of their own parents

the frequency with which families held home evening is

reported in table I1 of the families represented 748 per cent

had not held a home evening in the last six weeks

RANGE CENTRAL TENDENCY AND FREQUENCY OF DATA

RELATED TO MAJOR VARIABLES

the range and central tendency of data related to certain

major variables are given in table II11 page 49 when appropriate

the frequency of responses in categories related to major variables

are presented in table 111IIIlillii page 50

111IIIililii description OF subsamples

the total sample was divided into subsamples to facilitate
analysis subsample A consisted of those subjects whose families

had held home evening often in the past but not within the last six

weeks or who had held it one or more times in the last six weeks

subsample B consisted of subjects whose families had held home

evening a few times but not within the last six weeks subsample C

consisted of subjects whose families had never held home evening

hereafter these subsamples are referred to as sample A sample B

and sample C respectively the size of these samples can be

determined by referring to table I1 sample A consisted of 94 boys

and 6563 girls making a total of 157 sample B consisted of 69 boys

and 88 girls making a total of 157 and sample C consisted of

ven ng se i L ix
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TABLE I1

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH SUBJECTS
FAMILIES HELD HOME EVENING

frequency of home evening

never held it
held it a few times but not
within the last six weeks

held it often but not within
the last six weeks

held it once or twice in the
last six weeks

held it three or four times
in the last six weeks

held it five or six times in
the last six weeks

totals

number

110

157

50

42

5737

28

424

percentage

25.9259

57157.13701

11811.81168

9.9999119

8.787

6.666606gog

1000100.010010

259

571

118

87
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TABLE II11

RANGE AND CENTRAL TENDENCY OPOF
DATA ON MAJOR VARIABLES

variable

fathers task scores

fathers maintenance scores

mothers task scores

mother maintenance scores

attitude toward home evening
scores

range

7257

5255

25

7257

25

5255

25

159113911513

25

median

91

20.6206

18.8188

21521.5213

19.4194

74.7747

mean

19.8198

17517.51705

20.7207

18.9189

71571.5713
towardhome

206

188

194

747

198

207

189
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TABLE III111liilil
FREQUENCY OPOF RESPONSES TO categories RELATEDRFUTED

TO
a

MAJOR VARIABLES FOR SAMPLE aaa8

variables categories N

perceived frequency with which subject
helped to present home evening lesson

regularlyregaarly 55 21
frequently 5535 22
occasionally 51 5533
seldom 25 16
never 15 8

totals 157 100loo

perceived frequency with which subject
helped planpian home evening

regularly 5030 19
frequently 2523 15
occasionally 50 5232
seldom 5838 224
never 16 10

totals 157 100

perceived frequency with which subjects
family discussed questions or problems
which were important to the subject

regularlyrebreg 5462arly 5434
frequently 4040 25
occasionally 5939 25
seldom 15 10
never 6

totals 157 100loo

perceived frequency with which subjectssubjectsubjectts
family

ts
followed home evening manual

lessons
regularly 70 45
frequently 5838 24
occasionally 29 18
seldom 12 8
never 8 jaj5

totals 157 100

subjects with limited or no home evening experience did
not give responses related to the above variables

50

A

helpedplan

eveningmanual

a

Regaarlyariy 3
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57 boys and 55 girls making a total of 110 descriptive comparisons

of these samples are presented in table IV comparisons of these

samples on data related to major variables are presented in table V

page 5553

IV FINDINGS RELATED TO hypotheses

the first four hypotheses were tested by calculating the

pearsonianPearso productnian moment correlation coefficient to determine the

relationship of the variables involved since the testing of these

hypotheses involved the use of some ordinal data the use of the

product moment correlation coefficient on ordinal data might

properly be questioned in a discussion related to this issue

stevens 1951195 explained thatthatsthatt

As widelyidelyadelyedelya andmatter
effectively

of
by

fact
psychologists

most
are
of

ordinal
the

scales
scales

in
used

the
strictest propriety the ordinary statistics involving means
and standard deviations ought not to be used with these
scales for these statistics imply a knowledge of something
more than the relative rank order of data on the other
hand for this illegalillegaltt statisticizingstatistic thereizing can be invoked
a kind of pragmatic sanction in numerous instances it leads
to fruitful results p 26

torgerson 1958 24 suggested that the discovery of

orderly relationships among ordinal data through the use of

statistics such as product moment correlations which are ordinarily

used for interval and ratio scales can be as important as among

variables measured in other ways

snedecor and cochran 1967 after explaining that it is a

common practice among statisticians to attach a score to ordered

53girlsq

1

wi

withthese

p

TT
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15131 53 years 0 0 6 4 53 2

both parents or guardians L D S 152 97 148 94 96 87

one parent or guardian L D S 5 53 9 6 12 11

neither parent or guardian L D S 0O 0 0 0 2 2

L D S parents who were members 155 99 152 97 108108 98
of the church 7 years or more

subjects who had both of their 154 98 152 97 106106log 9616

parents living

subjects living with both of 148 94 ibn145143 91 98 89
their own parents

a
samplesampie A consisted of those subjects whose families had

held home evening often in the past or had heldholdheid it one or more
times in the last six weeks

samplesampie B consisted of those subjects whose families had
held home evening a few times but not within the last six weeks

Q
sample C consisted of those subjects whose familiesfaini hadliesileslles

never held home evening

TABLE IV

descriptive comparisons OF subsamples

descriptive variable sample aa sample B sample C

H N N

L D S subjects 157 100 157 100 110 100

length of subjectssubject membership
in L D so church

7 years or more 140140iboiho 89 ino150130ido 8583 95 86

464 years6 17 11 21

52

b c

S

asample 13 es

bsample

st

famy
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aasamplesamplesampie A consisted of those subjects whose families had held home evening often in
the past or had held it one or more times in the last six weeks

samplesampie B consisted of those subjects whose families had held home evening a few
times but not within the last six weeks

samplesampie C consisted of those subjects whose families had never held home eveningcramplecsample

TABLE V

comparisons OPOF subsamples ON DATA RELATED TO MAJOR VARIABLES

a b
variable sample A sample B

raneerangerande median mean range median mean

samplesamplsampiesampi Ce

range

CC

median mean

fathersfathersfFather task
scores 7257 22522.52232225 21.02103 7257

fathers

25

maintenance
scores 5255 19919.925 1911901 5255

Mothermothersrmothersmotherer

25

task
scores 9259 21.821825 21.5215 112511

mothersmothersythersymotherlyMo

25

maintenancee
scores 8258 200320520.525 19919 72579

subjectistsubjectstsubjectsSubject

25

attitude
toward home evening
scores 1691iggilal6 78.778791 761 159113911513

20.0200

730375575.591

19.7197

70.5705

18.8188

179117

17517.51705

70470.491

21121.12101 20820.82082008

19019.01900 19.2192

8258 19.919925 18.7187

5245 18018518.524 16.0160

7257 205200525 19919.91909

5255 18518.5180525 17517.51705

EP

inthe
bsample famliesiles

sf

sr

st

225 210

199 igi

218 215

205

787

200 197

188 175

211

igo 192

199 187

185 igo

199

185 175

755 705 672
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classes of variables so as to create an ordered scale suggested

that

the assignment of scores is appropriate when 11 the phenomenon
in question is one that could be measured on a continuous scale
if the instruments of measurement were good enough and 2 the
order classification can be regarded as a kind of grouping of
this continuous scale or as an attempt to approximate the
continuous scale by a cruder scale that is the best we can do
in the present state of knowledge p 244

snedecor and cochran explained that

the advantage in assigning scores is that the more flexible
and powerful methods of analysis that have been developed for
continuous variables becomes available p 244

snedecor and cochran concluded that the standard methods of analysis

of continuous variables including t ratio product moment

correlation and analysis of variance can be appropriately used

with such ordered scales when the above assumptions are met p 14

only sample A was used in testing the first four hypotheses

because this group had more home evening experience than samples

B or C such experienceexperienc provided the kinds of information needed

to test the four hypotheses

semantic differential scores representing attitudes toward

home evening for sample A ranged from 16 to 91 with a median of

787787978.7 and a mean of 76.1761 frequency of responses to categories

related to variables in hypotheses one through four are given in

table VI A summary of correlations of variables in hypotheseshypothesehypotheses one

through four are presented in table VII page 56

2441

2440

e

s

761787
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TABLE VI

FREQUENCY OPOF RESPONSE TO categories RELATED TO VARIABLES
IN hypotheses ONE THROUGH FOUR

variables
n
perceived frequency with which subject
helped to present home evening lesson

regularly
frequently
occasionally
seldom
never

totals

5533 21
5535 22
51 5533
25 16
13 8

157 100

perceived frequency with which subject
helped plan home evening

regularly
frequently
occasionally
seldom
never

totals
0perceived frequency with which subjectssubject
family discussed questions or problems
which were important to the subject

regularly
frequently
occasionally
seldom
never

totals
perceived frequency with which subjects
family followed home evening manual
lessons

regularly
frequently
occasionally
seldom
never

totals

5030 19
2523 15
50 5232
5838 24
16 10

157 100

54 5434
4040 25
5939 25
15 10

1 A
157 100loo

70 45
5838 24
29 1810
12 8

8 S
157 100

related to hypothesis one elatedrelated to hypothesis three
relatedelated to hypothesis two elatedrelateddrelateddR to hypothesis four

55

categories N

aperceived

bperceived

6
00

dperceived

0

brelated hypothesis

Gategorlesgories

CR

bR
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aaa4 55- 44 59.5939

1 perceived frequency with which subjects family followed
prescribed manual

2 perceived frequency with which subject participated in
planning home evening

53 perceived frequency with which subject participated in
presenting home evening lessons

4 perceived frequency with which subjects family discussed
questions or problems important to the subject

56

TABLE VIIvil

correlations OF VARIABLES IN hypotheses
ONE THROUGH POURFOTJRfour

dependentdepe variablesrident independent variables
1 2 3 W

attitude toward home evening
scores for boys in sample A

attitude toward home evening
scores for girls in sample A

attitude toward home evening
scores for boys and girls in
sample A combined

05.0503 50.5030 8.838 .4545

5030pox 31 .4444ebn044 26-

14

significant at the .0505 level

significant at the .0101 level

VII1

12 12 U 4

subjectparticipated

x 51

50 45

44 26

55 44 59
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the first hypothesis stated that the more teenagersteen perceiveagers

that their familys home evening follows the prescribed manual the

less positive will be their attitudes toward the concept of home

evening none of the correlations were in the predicted negative

direction

the second hypothesis stated that the more teenagersteen perceiveagers

themselves as participating in planning their familyfamilys home evening

the more positive will be their attitudes toward the concept of home

evening allAILlillii correlations were positive in the predicted direction

and significant at the .0101 or 05 levellevelsleveislevei
the third hypothesis stated that the more teenagersteen perceiveagers

themselves as participating in presenting home evening lessons the

more positive will be their attitudes toward the concept of home

evening allali correlations were positive in the predicted direction

and significant at the .0101 or .0505 level

the fourth hypothesis stated that the more teenagersteen perceiveagers

their family as discussing questions or problems which are important

to them during their familysfam homeilys evening the more positive will be

their attitude toward the concept of home evening all correlations

were positive in the predicted direction and significant at the

01 or .0505 level of confidence

the fifth hypothesis stated that

a when teenagersteen perceiveagers their father as task oriented

and their mother as maintenance oriented their attitudes toward the

concept of home evening will be most positive

b when teenagersteen perceiveagers both parents as maintenance

al1 pos etive

05

05

etive
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oriented their attitudes toward the concept of home evening will

be less positive

a when teenagersteen perceiveagers both parents as task oriented

their attitudes toward the concept of home evening will be still
less positive

d whenuhen teenagersteen perceiveagers their father as maintenance

oriented and their mother as task oriented their attitude toward

home evening will be least positive this hypothesis was tested

by calculating analysis of variance to determine if there were

significant differences in attitudes of subjects having parents

with the taskmaintenancetask orientationsmaintenance specified in the above

hypothesis the newman keuls sequential range test was to be

used to determine which groups differed significantly from other

groups if differences were indicated by analysis of variance

group one consisted of 17 subjects whose fathers were

relatively task oriented and whose mothers were relatively mainte-

nance oriented group two consisted of 8 subjects whose parents were

both maintenance oriented group three consisted of 152 subjects

whose parents were both task oriented and group four consisted

of 20 subjects whose fathers were maintenance oriented and whose

mothers were task oriented the four groups totaled 197 subjects

it may be of interest to note that 77 per cent of the 197 subjects

perceived both parents as being task oriented A total of 227

subjects were not included because there was less than a 2 point

wereindicated

both maintenmaintienaneeance

fourgroups totaled197subjects

bothparentsas

whenteen
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spread between the taskmaintenancetask scoresmaintenance of one or both of the

parents A spread of at least 2 points was considered necessary

to make taskmaintenancetask differencesmaintenance meaningful

analysis of variance results were as follow

scale source D F M S JP

total of semantic 1 groups 53 1550155.01530 625 N S

differential sealesscalesscaleseale error 195193 2447244.7

there were no significant differences between the groups

the mean for group one was 69.8698 for group two 762 for group

three 690 and for group four 67.6676

V discussion OF FINDINGS RELATEDRTMATED TO hypotheses

none of the correlations of variables for hypothesis number

one were in the predicted negative direction for the girls there

was a positive correlation which was significant at the .0505 level

this might be interpreted as an indication that the more teenageteen

girls

age

perceive their family as following the home evening manual

the more positive would be their attitudes toward the concept of

home evening teenageteen boysage perception of how closely their familys

home evening follows the prescribed manual was also opposite the

hypothesized direction but the correlation was not significant at

the .0505 level

while correlations of variables in hypothesis number two

were all in the predicted direction and statistically significant

at eitherelther the .0101 or .0505 level the correlations were low from

2
50.5030 55.55350to calculation of coefficients of determination r

F P

sl 2447

698

676

50 55
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suggested that these correlations could account for no more than about

onetenthone oftenth the total variance of attitudes toward home evening it
seems therefore that while perceived participation in planning may

be related to positive attitudes toward home evening this variable

can account for only a small part of the variance

correlations of variables in hypothesis number three were

slightly higher than in the previous hypothesis all correlations

were in the predicted direction and significant at the .0101 level

calculation of coefficients of determination suggested that these

correlations could account for no more than about 16 per cent of the

total variance these findings would suggest that the correlation

between perceived participation in presenting home evening lessons

could account for only part of the variance of attitudes of teen-

agers toward home evening

although correlations of variables in hypothesis number four

were all in the predicted direction and significant at the .0101 or

.0505 level the correlation for the boys group was almost twice as

high as the correlation for the girls group this finding suggests

that perception of their family as discussing questions or problems

of importance during home evening would be more closely related to

positive attitudes toward home evening among boys than it would be

among girls even with the boys however this variable could

account for no more than 20 per cent of the total variance in

attitudes toward home evening

atthe
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there were no significant differences between the groups

analyzed in hypothesis number five and therefore there appears

to be no support for this hypothesis inspection of the PF ratio

and group means suggested that combining the two smallest groups

groups one and two in an attempt to obtain significance would be

futile there was greater variance in attitudes within groups than

between groups

VI FINDINGS NOT RELATED TO hypotheses

A number of openendopen questionsend were included in the question-

naire for the purpose of exploring factors other than those tested

in the hypotheses which might be related to attitudes toward home

evening each question was considered separately and responses

tabulated according to the number of times recurrent themes were

mentioned data reported by the three judges who analyzed the

openendopen questionend responses are reported separately along with the

averages for the three judges

question one in section B of the questionnaire was designed

to determine who saw to it that home evening was held in the

subjects family subjects whose families held home evening

relatively often filled out section B the findings are presented

in table VIIIVTIIvuil teenagersteenateen a perceivedgersagersbersbens that their father and mother

jointly saw to it that home evening was held in the majority

52.9529 per cent of instances teenagersteen reportedagers that mothers

in

529
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2482408

TABLE VIII

RESPONSE OPOF SAMPLE A TEENAGERSTEEN TOAGERS THE QUESTION WHO USUALLY
SEES TO IT THAT HOME EVENING IS HELD IN YOUR FAMILY

answers N

father 22

mother 5939

both father and mother 8583

others 1

totals 157

14014.0

24824.8

52.9529

1000100.010010

62

529
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usually saw to it that home evening was held in 24.8248 per cent of the

homes as compared with ibo140itolyoiyo14014.0 per cent for fathers

question six in section B asked who the subject would prefer

to have lead his family home evening related findings are presented

in table IX almost half 45145.1 per cent of the respondents

preferred to have both father and mother lead their home evening

A number of responses included under other suggested that children

and parents take turns leading home evening

only students whose families either did not hold home evening

or held it very infrequently were asked to fill out section A

question one in section A asked subjects with home evening experience

why their family had stopped holding home evening the frequencies

with which various themes were mentioned in response to the question

are summarized in table X page 65 both girls and boys blamed

discontinuediscontinuencediscontinuance of home evening on inability to get the family

together at the same time due to conflicting activities more often

than any other theme A lack of interest or desire on the part of

family members was the next most prominent theme

question two section A asked why the subjectssubject family did

not hold home evening at the time the questionnaire was filled
outout& & A summary of responses is contained in table XI page 66

As with the previous question time conflicts and a lack of interest

or desire were mentioned most often

question three section A asked if the subject would like

whottewhothe

homeevening

subjectsfamily

anda

nce

248
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TABLE IX

RESPONSE OPOF SAMPLE A TEENAGERSTEEN TOAGERS THE QUESTION WHO WOULD
YOU PREFER TO HAVE LEAD YOUR FAMILY HOME EVENING

answers

father

mother

both father and mother

others

totals

N

58 242024.202420

26 16.561656

74 4713471547.15

19 12.111211

157 10000100.00100000
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TABLE X

THEMESTMES FROM SAMPLE B TEENAGERSTEEN RESPONSEAGERS TO THE QUESTION IF YOUR
FAMILY HELD HOME EVENING A FEW TIMES AND THEN STOPPED

WHY DO YOU THINK THEY STOPPED

theme

a cant get together

b not interested lack
desire or bored

e either or both par-
ents inactive

totals

j
boys

50

27

5

1

2

5

4

9

adgeudge A

girls

76

34

9

1

53

4

5

132152

both

126

61

14

2

5

9

9

226

numbernumbecumbe

boys

46

25

2

1

2

53
27

106106log ino150130

mes the

i

both

119

52

4

2

6

5

48

236

me was

boys

61

28

6

1

2

3

1513

114

i menticbentic

judeejudge CC

girls
judge

82

averaveraavenavena

29

girls

a21

4

77

both

2

30

129

7

5

57

2

1

9

5

2

131151

7

medmod

7

t

25

both

236

143

averages

57

are

10

to

3

the

9

nearest

5

whole

18

number

245

jud

boys

52

27

4

1

2

4

15

105

ige

r of ti
judgiejudge EB

girls

i ji7573

27

2

1

4

2

21

5

3

10

131

aeeage

times theme mentioned

judee

at same time 126 1
1

16

0 0

0 no cooperation or
participation 0 0 0

d one parent nonmembernon
of

member
the church

do oneparent

0 0 0

f family does other
things together

go other 0 0 0 0

94

aaverages
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ieelee

63gr

averageaverage
a8

bothboys

ibb144L6563.63

5553

rar4

24

1513
a

8

14

forget

7

12

to

6

18

hold

7

254

it

115
a

or

judge

averages

not

jaj5

are

regularly

girls

to

85

the

5030

nearest

4

whole

8

number

5

6

158138

L

255253

both

numb

148

boys

54

55

12

24

15

9

11

7

1513

5

20

120

er of t

judge iB
girls

judeejudge

77

CC

25

girls
judg

7

84

5

27

9

5

11

8

134154

6

timesimes

4

th

154134

i

onedboned

both

1

732152132

both

49

151

16

56

12

1513

14

14

5131

11

25424

11

leme

256

ws

jud
boys boys

676176 62

29

17

26

8 8

6 7

5 5

7 11

i22 119

is

e

menti

averaavers
girls

82

27

5

7

7

7

155ipg

ige

TABLE XI

THEMES FROM SAMPLE B ANDAMD C TEEN agersresponse TO THE QUESTIONQUESTIONs
WHY DOEST YOUR FAMILY HOLD HOMEHOE EVENINGEVEN NOWG

theme

a cant get tosethtogethtogether
at same time

b lack of interest
sire enthusiasm

d parents not aatiacti
the church

e family does other
things together

f other

de

ve in
0 0

9

tv te

am

number theme was mentioned

A

active

0 0

totals

0

er

0 0

135

ON

T amerstagerst RESPONSE
hom
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to have home evening in his family and why or why not responses

are summarized in table XII more girls 6lal61 per cent than boys

5939 Pper cent wanted to have home eveningeven combininginge responses

of girls and boys 64 per cent wanted to have family home evening

compared with 36 per cent who did not the most mentioned reason

for wanting to have home evening was that it would promote unity

and understanding in the family the reasons most often given for

not wanting to have family home evening were that the subjects

would rather do other things such as watch T V or be with

friends or they were too busy with homework etc and had no

time

question four section A asked what kinds of things the

subject would like to do during home evening if his family decided

to hold it the frequency with which various themes were mentioned

are presented in table XIII page 69 the most common theme was a

desire to have activities shows outings games songs and creative

activities A desire to have interesting lessons was often expressed

desires to discuss family or personal problems and to learn more

about the church were also mentioned quite often

question five section A asked students with little home

evening experience who they would prefer to have lead their family

home evening the findings are presented in table XIV page JO70

A combination of father and mother was preferred most often the

preference pattern indicated in this question is similar to that
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TABLE XII

THEMESTHMESthmas FROMPROM SAMPLE B AND C TEEN agerstagersfamerst RESPONSE TO THEtee QUESTION WOULD
YOU LIKE TO HAVE HOME EVENING IN YOUR FAMILY WHY OR WHY NOT

theme

yes
a would bring family

closer together
b would be interest-

ing and fun

a would rather do
other things TV

b would rather do
other things with

c too busy with home
work no time

d other

totals

boys
60

5030

7

1513

5

50

8

5

14

26

218

judgejudee
girls
91

58

20

20

9

5434

53

1

9

2523

268

A

both
151

88

27

5533
14

84

11

6

2523
49

486

number

boys
60

5030

7

7

1513

.5252

6

53

11

5131

220

r of ti
judge
girls

9

51

20

11

11

5535

11

2

5

25

255

mes the

B

both
154

81

27

18

24

87

7

5

16

56

475

me was

boys
61

5131

10

8

4

51

17

5

11

15

215213

i menticbentic

judgejudee
girls
94

56

14

16

8

5636

16

3787

2

5533

7

7

10

18

259

25

ned

472

C jud

both boys
155 60

87 5030

24 8

24 9

12 7

51

10

4

12

24

215

ige averavei
girls
9593

55

155153

18

85

16

26

9

25

5535

16

7

86

2

17

7

6

19

19

261

4543

a

476

age

a

both

averages to the nearest whole number

0
03

TOTHE

times theme mentioned

judee averageaveraae

70 94

0 0

c opportunity to
learn about church

d other

no

thingstv

family

workno
0 0 0 0 0 6

ON

52
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tabieTABLETABIZ XIII

THEMES FROMPROM SAMPLE B AND C TEEN AGERSAGERST RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION WHATthat
KINDS OF THINGS WOULD YOU LIKE TO DO DURING HOME EVENINGIGIPIF YOUR FAMILY DECIDED TO HOLD IT

a have activities

ragenage

both

102

54

5232

11
cldo

5737

have

5737

more

26go

grownupgrown

299

other

activities
up

a

0

stories

averages

e

are

discuss

to

family

the

or

nearest

personal

whole

problems

number

0o0

shows outings etc
b have interesting

ec have refreshments

f learn more about the
church scriptures

totals

boys

41

20

15

6

1810

18

5

125123

judge

ign195193

A

both

nig516316dig

girls

ill111ililii

numbenumbercumbe

70

59

5434

boys

5939

5434

15

20

14

12

8

47

5

29

5838

12

20

12

16

7 27

121

r of t
judeejudge B

girls

68

5533
16

4

22

18

12

175173

mes the

both

102

48

28

9

5434

5434

5939

294

ime was

boys

5533

19

12

5

10

17

17

lin115113

mentio

judge C

girls

60

5737

20

6

20

22

12

117

ned

both

9593

56

5636

5232

18

11

1513

5030

5

5939

1513

29

17

290

16

judjuc

118

boys

eige averageaveraaeave a

girls
9

66

5636

19

6

24

20

lo1010

181

TEENAGERS

times theme mentioned

lessons 0 0 0 a

0

learnmore
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TABLE XIV

THEMES FROM SAMPLE B AND C teenkagei RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION WHO

WOULD YOU PREFER TO HVEHAVE LEAD YOUR FAMILY HOME EVENING8169

a father

b mother

c both father & mother

d self
e brother or sister

f take turns alternate

9 grandparents

h uncle or aunt

totals

boys
29

20

58

1

53

7

53

1

1513

53

0

53

8

53

119

1

1

12

53

judge

157137

0

53

8

girls

A

120

1

1

16
both

T

154134

0

24

45

of imestimes

120

7573

44

t th s

4

0

lri151131irl

judge B

mentiamentii

5

girls both

judge

6

15 44
girls

20

24 44

15

4

7573 ini151131idi

24

1

53 4

7573

256

6

1

152132

numbenumbercumbe

20

4

2

boys

4

11

7

29

1

5

19

20

254

1

6

58

sme

154134

1

1

was onedboned

254

boys

C judgjudge

29
both boys

averageavenage

19

44 29

59

4543 20

1

58

1

53

8

53

1

12

0

4

120

1

e

155135

averaved a

girls

age

15
both

24

47-

44

7573 151131

53 4

6

20

5

1

255
aaverages to the nearest whole number

theme mentioned

aaverages
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of students with greater home evening experience described in

table ECIX page .6464

question six section A asked if the teenagersteen familyagers

decided to hold home evening would he like to help plan for it
and help present the lesson the subject was also asked why or

why not responses are summarized in table XV more girls 79

per cent than boys 56 per cent indicated a desire to participate

there were more boys 56 per cent who indicated a desire to

participate than there were who indicated a desire not to participate

44 per cent there were also more girls 79 per cent who

desired to participate than those who desired not to 21 per cent

combining the responses of girls and boys 68 per cent indicated a

desire to participate while 5232 per cent indicated a desire not to

participate

the subjects were asked to respond to several questions

based on incomplete stories included in the questionnaire boys

responded to stories based on male characters while girls responded

to stories based on female characters two questions following

each story asked why the subject thought the main character in the

story felt the way he or she did about home evening and what kinds

of things the subject thought the main characters family did during

home evening

responses to questions based on the story of helen and

maxine are presented in table XVI page 7573 only girls were asked

exper 1 deserdesen bed

64
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Qc all would feel
included

cac& too hardhand

TABLE XV

THEMES FROMPROM SAMPLEshidlesbidle B AND C TEENAGERS RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION IF
YOUR FAMILYFLMMY DECIDED TO HOLD HOME EVENING WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELPHMPemp

PLAN FOR IT AND HELP PRESENT THE LESSONS WHY OR WHY NOT

yes
a more interesting or

fun if all do
b would help person

leamlearn and grow

d other

no
a dont want to do it
b wouldnt know how

d waste of time or

Qe afraid of people

totals

boys

60

2523

15

16
53

47

53

15
26

53
14

1
2

17

1

2
8

53
1

205

53

judge

264

A

bothgirls
160160igo100

7047

55535838

573721
6

7573
29

5
2

25

6

469

number

boys

62

15

11

17
15

50
1513

4
1

6
0

18

212

r of ti
judge B

girls
104104

5636

21

19
20

26
11
1
53

0
0
8

249

mes the

i

both
166

51

5232

5636
5535

76
24

5
4

6
0

26

461

me was

boys

62

17

25

19
4

46
16

53
1

12
1
8

214

mentio

judge C

girls
100

5533

45

15
6

28
15

2
0

53
2
4

255253

ned

both
162

50

70

5434
10

74
5131

5
1

15
53

12

467

jud

boys

62

18

17

17
7

48
15
53
1

12
1

10

210

ge aver

girls
101

5939

5535

18
10

27
1513

2
1

4
1
5

256

aaseage

both
165163

57

52

5535
17do

75
28

5
2

16
2

15

466
aaverages are to the nearest whole number

3
ro

BI E

TEEN AGERS I1

t

times theme mentioned

judge average

0 0 0 0 0

don I1 t i
wouldn I1 t

do
boring 0 0 0 0 0

3
fo other 0 & 0
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TABLE XVI

niemesTHEMES FROMPROM ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON

STORY OF HELEN AND maxineaMAXIME

theme

question one
a lessons uninteresting read

not for proper age level etc
b no family participation in

planning presenting lessons
ce no activities

d no refreshments

e no discussion of family
problems or plans

f poor family relationships

g negative attitude doesnt
want to learn or participate

h conflicting activities

1 other
0question two

a lessons uninteresting read
strictly following manual

b no family participation

c no activities

d no refreshments

e no discussion of family
problems or plans

f discuss only the church

9 other

number

judeejudgejudae A

158138

56

134154

1513

48

125123

0

6

152132

10

1

59

45

53

54

35

42

10

25

5434

10

16

1513

1

ipg159139

8

1

5232

144

10

52

20

8

1

24

4040

14

5

42

12

2

54

24

7

41

of

51

16

times theme

18

judge
was

7

B

mentioned

10

judge

164

C

149

judge

5533

av

28

5434 5030

53 53

8 11

4 8

25 5533
aonly girls responded to this story

why do you think helen feels the way she does about home
evening

hat kinds of things do you think helens family does during
home evening

lisile

cihatcwhat

b

familynily

attitudedoesnt

b
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to respond boto this story which depicted helen as having a negative

attitude toward home evening the most commonly perceived reason

for helenshelenaeelenaheiens negative attitude was that the lessons were uninteresting

and not adapted to her age level the most common guess as to what

helenshelenaeelenaheienshelenb family did during home evening was that they had uninteresting

and poorly prepared lessons which were not adapted to her age level

responses to questions based on the story of judy and donna

are summarized in table XVII this story depicted judy as having

a positive attitude toward home evening the most commonly perceived

reasons for judysaudys positive attitude were that the lessons were

interesting short well prepared and geared to all family members

that the family participated in planning and presenting lessons

and that there were probablyproba goodbly relationships among family members

the most common guess as to what judy family did during home evening

was that they had lessons which were interesting short well

prepared and geared to all family members that the family partici-

pated in planning and presenting lessons and that they had activi-

ties
themes related to answers to questions concerning the story

of ned and ben are presented in table XVTIIXVIII page 76 this story

depicted ned as having a positive attitude toward home evening

the most commonly perceived reasons for ned positive attitude

were that the lessons were interesting short well prepared and

geared to all and that there were good family relationships

perceived

preparedlessons

responsesanses

judys

neds
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partlepartiei1 pate 4

aonlyannly

cwhatcihat

75

TABLE XVIIXVI

THEMES FROMPROM ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON
STORY OPOF JUDY AND DONNAS

qu
a

b

c
d
e

f
6

h

qu
a

b

c
d
e

f

theme

estion one
lessons interesting short
prepared geared to all
family participation in plan-
ning and presentipresenting lessons

discussions of family problerproblemsgrobler

good familyamily relationships
positive attitude wantsvants to
learn or participate

0astionsstion two
lessons interesting short
preparedre gearedpared to all
family participation in plan-
ning and presenting lessons

discussions of family problenproblemskroblen

ns

s

number 0

judge A

86

8583
4040

0

7
7573

21
1513

95

52
116

5737

5939

5636

24
5838

if

5030
2523

times theme

20
5533

was mentioned

25

judge judge

only

C av

girls

92 86

responded

go90 8583

to

29 5131

this

53 1

story

6 8

why

74 71

do

25 2523

you

5 9ho

think

120 98

other

judy

8080 61

feels

102 108108

the

40 5838

way she does about home evening

shatwhat kinds of things do you think judys family does during
home evening

judge B

8080

77
24

1

12
66

2523
9

78

50
105

of

bquestion

nglessons
activities
refreslunents

or plans 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0

f
attitudewants

question

P

activities
refreshments

or plans it 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

b

ng
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mtionedmentionedmotioned

rudgefudgejudge avaveavo

90

5030
21c

4
activities

14

0

56

5131

5434

4

5838he

17

loj105103

0

otherothen

44

5533

question

a

39

105

two

0 5553

45

a
105

41

lessons

22

5434

interesting

114

onlyaonlyannly

short

44

boys

prepared

4543

responded

geared

5533

to

to

if

4040

this

all

times hemetheme

story

t was

why

judge judge

do

B C

you

101 8583

think

24 5737

ned

12 19

feels

4 5

the

12 14

way

55 68

he

18 44

does

47 14

about

92 115113

home

25 52

evening

106106log 94

what

47 4543

kinds

42 5737

of

28

things

t

do

m

you

i

think ned family does during
home evening

bwhybehy

doyoudodou

76

TABLE XVIII

THEMES FROMPROM ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON

STORY OPOF NED AND bena

theme

question one
a lessons interesting short

prepared geared to all
b family participation in plan-

ning and presenting lessons

e discussion of family problems

f good family rieationshipsrleationships
g positive attitude wants to

learn or participate

s

number 0

judge A

85

29

naBF

of

b

be
a

do refreshments 0 0 0 0 0

or plans 0 0 0 it 0 0 0 46

go attitudewants
0 0 &

0 0 0 0 a 0 10 10

i
geared 0

b
0

familybe participation in plan-
ning and presenting lessons

e discussions of family problemproblems

f
or
other

plans

C activities 0 0 if 0 6.6 0 0 0

do refreshments 0 0

it 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 &

neds
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this would suggest that good family relations are perceived by these

teenagersteen asagers encouraging the holding of home evening the most

common guess as to what ned family did during home evening was

that they had lessons which were interesting short well prepared

and geared to all and that they had activities
responses to questions based on the story of walter and

martin are summarized in table XIX this story depicted walter

as having a negative attitude toward home evening the most

commonly perceived reason for walters negative attitude was

that lessons were uninteresting read long poorly prepared

or were not for the proper age level

there was with few exceptions a general pattern of agreement

between the responses given by girls and boys girls emphasized

the relationship of planning and presenting lessons to a positive

attitude more than did boys boys and girls seemed to be in

agreement that poor lessons were the factor most commonly related

to negative attitudes toward home evening

although no support was found for the relationship of

teenagersteen attitudesagers toward home evening and the taskmaintenancetask

orientations

maintenance

of their parents as predicted in hypothesis five page

579 analysisanalysianalyse not directly related to this hypothesis did reveal

significant differences in teen agersf attitudes toward home evening

when taskmaintenancetask orientationsmaintenance of fathers and mothers were

analyzed separately

neds

negativeattitudes

57 s

teenagersagers
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ipg156136 117 120 124
b no family participation in

planning presenting lessons 5131 2523 28 27
c no activities 4040 5030 5434 5535
ddo no refreshments

151131 129 161igligi 1110140iholiloiilo
b no family participation

5131 la14 18 21
d no refreshments

lgig

cwhatcihat

78

TABLE XIX

TBEMESTHEMES FROMPROMfromanswersANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON

STORY OPOF WALTER AND martinaMARTINO

number of times theme was mentionedtheme
judge A judge B judge C judge ayav

question bone
a lessons uninteresting read

not for proper age level etc

0 1 1 1
e no discussions of family

problems or plans 6 1 7 5
f poor family relationships 21 20 21 21
g negative attitude doesndoean want

to learn or participate 15 19 28 21
h conflicting activities 26 10 18 18
i other 14 24 8 353.515

Qcquestion two
a lessons uninteresting read

strictly following manual
16 10 11 12

c no activities
0 53 53 2

e no discussions of family
problems or plans

15 9 8 11
g other

co

go attitudedoesnt

do

0 0 0 0 6 4 2 4
f discuss only the church
go 0 0 0 0 0 & 9 0 0 0 5131 55 15 5

aonly boys responded to this story

why do you think walter feels the way he does about home
evening

Q
what kinds of things do you think walters family does

during home evening

34

b

doesnt
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fathers and mothers were each divided into the following

groups using group means as a reference point a those below

the mean on both task and maintenance scores were group one

b those below the mean on task but above the mean on maintenance

were group two c those above the mean on task but below the mean

on maintenance were group three d those above their group means

on both task and maintenance scores were group four group means

for father and mother taskmaintenancetask scoresmaintenance are reported in table

II11 p 49 fathers or mothers with task scores between 2523 and 19

and maintenance scores between 21 and 17 were not included in the

analysis A total of 544344 fathers and 327527 mothers were analyzed

analysis of variance results for fathers were as follow

scale source D F M S

total of semantic I1 groups 53 255822558.223382 10.8108 0005.0005e0005

differential scalescalesseale error 540340 21612161216.1

the newman keuls sequential range test was next used to

determine how each group of fathers differed from each other group

of fathers the results were as follow

groups
groups attitude means I1 1 5

4 77.7777 10.2102 6.666606gog 575.7307
74074074.02 6.565 2.929

53 71.0710 565.6363.6
1 67.4674

significant at the .0101 level

it can be seen that only group one and group four differed signifi-

cantly at the .0101 level

scoresbetween

F P

sl

gro S 2

108 0005

777 102
65 29

710
674
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analysis of variance results for mothers were as follow

scale source D PF M S F

total of semantic 1 groups 53 240712407.1240712407 11.71171 .00050005
differential scalesi error 525323 2061206.1

the newman keuls sequential range test was then used to

determine how each group of mothers differed from each other group

of mothers results were as follow

groups
groups attitude means j 1 5 2

4

do P

G

105
60

4.242

belowtheir

767
725
722
662

log 4276.7767 0 454.5 2
2 72.5725 64 4.4

53 72.2722 60
1 66.2662

significant at the 01 level

only group one and group four differed significantly at the .0101

level

in summary when taskmaintenancetask scoresmaintenance of fathers and

mothers were analyzed separately parents who were above their
group mean in both task and maintenance differed significantly from

parents who were below their group mean in both task and maintenance

in relation to the attitudes toward home evening held by their

teenageteen childrenage the differences between these groups seem to

be related to the total quantity of interaction between parents and

their children as perceived by the teenagersteen ratheragers than to

relative differences in taskmaintenancetask orientationsmaintenance of the

parents when interaction between parents and their children was

high children tended to have positive attitudes toward home

evening
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CHAPTER V

SUMMARY conclusions AND suggestions FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

in this chapter the investigator has summarized the problem

methodology findings discussion of the findings and conclusions

of the study recommendations for further research are also

presented

I1 THE PROBLEM

the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday attempted

to provide through the family home evening program a means of

helping member families to deal more effectively with contemporary

problems through the application of religious principles in daily

activities the general purpose of this study was to identify

factors related to attitudes of teenagersteen towardagers the concept of

home evening hypotheses involving the relationship between

certain factors and attitudes toward home evening were tested

A number of openendopen questionsend and incomplete stories were included

in the questionnaire for the purpose of exploring factors other

than those tested in the hypotheses which might be related to

attitudes toward home evening

II11il methodology

A questionnaire was designed to measure attitudes toward the
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concept of home evening and factors related to such attitudes

A cluster sample of twentythreetwenty classesthree of ninthgradeninth

seminary

grade

students was selected from the salt lake valley south

seminary districtdistricts of the original sample of 479 subjects 55

were not included in the analysis for reasons given in chapter

111IIIiliill page 40 the remaining sample consisted of 220 boys and 204

girls making a total of 424 subjects

the questionnaire was administered by the investigator to

those students in attendance at the classes previously selected

statistics used in analyzing the data included the pearsonianpearsonipearsonxPearso

product

nian

moment correlation coefficient and analysis of variance

answers to openendopen questionsend and incomplete stories were content

analyzed by three independent judges

111IIIili FINDINGS AND discussion

the first hypothesis stated that the more teenagersteen perceiveagers

that their familysfam homeilys evening follows the prescribed manual the

less positive will be their attitude toward the concept of home

evening this study provided no support for the hypothesis there

was a tentative indication that the more teenageteen girlsage perceived

their family as following the home evening manual the more

positive was their attitude toward home evening

the second hypothesis stated that the more teenagersteen

perceive

agers

themselves as participating in planning their familys

home evening the more positive will be their attitude toward the

consisted

followingthe
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concept of home evening correlations of variables in this

hypothesis were statistically significant and in the predicted

direction but low suggesting that these correlations could account

for no more than about onetenthone oftenth the total variance of attitudes

the third hypothesis stated that the more teenagersteen perceiveagers

themselves as participating in presenting home evening lessons the

more positive will be their attitudes toward the concept of home

evening correlations of variables in this hypothesis were statisti-
cally significant and in the predicted direction but could account

for no more than 16 per cent of the total variance of attitudes

the fourth hypothesis stated that the more teenagersteen perceiveagers

their family as discussing questions or problems which are important

to them during their familys home evening the more positive will be

their attitude toward the concept of home evening correlations of

variables in this hypothesis were statistically significant in the

predicted direction but relatively low the correlation for boys

was higher than for girls accounting for not more than 20 per cent

of the variance in boysboyst attitudes as compared with about 7 P

cent for the girls

the fifth hypothesis stated that

a when teenagersteen perceiveagers their father as task oriented

and their mother as maintenance oriented their attitude toward the

concept of home evening will be most positive

b when teenagersteeteen perceivenagersnabersn both parents as maintenance

per

per

agers
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oriented their attitude toward the concept of home evening will be

less positive

c when teenagersteen perceiveagers both parents as task oriented

their attitude toward the concept of home evening will be still less

positive

d when teenagersteen perceiveagers their father as maintenance

oriented and their mother as task oriented their attitude toward

home evening will be least positive there were no significant

differences between the groups analyzed in this hypothesis there

appeared to be no support for the hypothesis

responses to openendopen questionsend and incomplete stories seemed

to suggest that teenagersteen desireagers all members of the family to

participate in home evening subjects tended to blame failure to

hold home evening on inability to get the family together and a

lack of interest or desire

A majority of both boys and girls indicated a desire to have

home evening in their home the most frequently mentioned reason

for wanting to have home evening was that it would bring our

family closer together preference for other activities and

being too busy were given as reasons for not wanting to hold

home evening

subjects tended to indicate a desire to have activities to

have more interesting lessons and to discuss family and personal

problems during home evening the most commonly perceived reason

eveeveningonningon
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for negative attitudes toward home evening was that lessons were

uninteresting and not adapted to the interest levels of family

members the most common reasons given for positive attitudes

toward home evening were that lessons were interesting and adapted

to the agelevelsage oflevels family members and that there were good

relationships between family members

IV conclusions

the following generalizations are applicable only to ninth

grade seminary students in the salt lake valley south seminary

district living in salt lake county utah

the findings of this study seem to suggest the following

conclusions concerning factors which may influence the attitudes

of teenagersteen towardagers home evening

1 attitudes of teenagersteen towardagers home evening seem to be

relatively positive when a teenagersteen perceiveagers themselves as

participating in planning their familyfamilyfsfamilys home evening b both

parents lead the family home evening or when parents and children

take turns leading c teenagersteen perceiveagers themselves as participa-

ting in presentinpresentingpresentia home evening lessons d lessons are perceived

as interesting short well prepared and geared to the level of

those involved e teenagersteen perceiveagers family members as wanting

to learn and participate f home evening provides an opportunity

to learn more aboutbout the church and the scriptures g teenagersteen

perceive

agers

their familycamily as discussing questions which are important

to them during home evening h family problems and plans are

thoseinvolved

a

presenting
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discussed as a part of home evening i home evening includes

a variety of activities j family relations are perceived by

teenagersteen asagers being good and k teenagersteen perceiveagers a relatively

high degree of interaction between themselves and their parents

2 attitudes of teenagersteen towardagers home evening seem to be

relatively negative when a teenagersteen perceiveagers themselves as not

participating in planning their familyfamilys home evening b only one

parent leads the home evenings without giving other family members a

turn c teenagersteen perceiveagers themselves as not participating in

presenting home evening lessons d lessons are uninteresting

read or not for the proper age level e teenagersteen perceiveagers

family members as not wanting to participate or learn f home

evening experience does not increase the teenagersteenagerteen knowledgeager of

the church and the scriptures g teenagersteen perceiveagers their family

as failing to discuss questions which are important to them during

home evening h there is little discussion of family problems or

plans i there are few activities j family relations are

perceived by teenagersteen asagers being poor and k teenagersteen perceiveagers

little interaction between themselves and their parents

53 relative differences in taskmaintenancetask orientationsmaintenance

of parents as measured in this study were not significantly related

to attitudes of teenagersteen towardagers home evening

4 it is concluded that a majority of L D S teenagersteen

desire

agers

to have home evening in their family the most frequently

mentioned reason for wanting to have home evening was that it would

M
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bring the family closer together

V suggestions FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

1 it is suggested that well designed experimental studies

be made of the influence of various approaches to holding home

evening upon attitudes of family members toward their home evening
9

experience one purpose of such studies could be to suggest

effective ways of improving home evening morale

2 there seems to be a need for a study designed to examine

the nature of the influence of home evening experience upon the

behavior and attitudes of family members

53 there is a need to study the degree of agreement between

verbal or written attitudes and actual behavior as it relates to the

family home evening program

4 it is suggested that a study be made to explore specifi-

cally what teenagersteen perceiveagers as an interesting lesson adapted to

theirthein age level

5 there is a need for further research in which the amount

and kind of family interaction in families could be compared with

their attitudes toward home evening such a study could test the

general hypothesis that home evening attitudes are related to the

amount and kind of interaction in a given family

vav6 A large number of subjects expressed the belief that

holding family home evening would bring the family closer together

A study of the effect of home evening experience upon family unity

could test the above assumption

per

their

160

eveningexperience

yag



www.manaraa.com

referencesf11iferences

ackerman N the psychodynamics bofjofof f

analanai

psychalpsychol

family life new york basic

books 1958

adorno T W frenkel brunswikbrunslik E levinson D J & sanford

RO N the authoritarianpersonaly10 authoritarian personalitypersonal new york harper 1950

alexander C N attitude as a scientific concept social poncesforces

1966 278281

allport G attitudes in M fishbein ed readings in

attitude theory and measurement new york wiley & sons 1967

anshen R N the family its function and destiny new york

harper & brothers 1949

aronson E & mills J the effects of severity of initiation on

liking of a group in D cartwright & A zander eds groupgroue

dynamics research and theory 2nd ed new york harper &

row 1960 ppap 9510595103095 1051030lona

bachman J G motivation in a task situation as a function of

ability and control over the task journal of abnormal and

social psychology 196119610iggi 69

W read

the

des

69v 272281272

bales

281

R F interaction process analysis cambridge addison

wesely 1951

bell J E projective techniques new york longmans green & co

1951

berelson B content analysis in G lindzey ed handbook of

social psychology cambridge mass addison wesley 1951954

278 281

yie

and



www.manaraa.com

marremanre

soesoc &

as2spsychologyycholoez 2nd ed

new york century 19511931

bossard J parentchildparent relationshipschild and the family council

in M fishbeinfishPish &bein E W burgess eds successful marriage

garden city new york doubleday 1955 ppap 404416404416big416404

bossard J & boll EF jftiy marrimarriages go90 wronewrong new york ronald

press 1958

bothwell L the relationship of four family taskmaintenancetask

leadership

maintenance

orientations to the familiesffamilies goal achievement

marital conflict and marital satisfaction unpublished masters

thesis brigham young university 1968

bottbolt E pamilyfamily and social network london tavistock 1957

bovard E W interaction and attraction to the group human

relations 1956at6t av2v 48148948148948.1489481

bresnitz S & kuglemassKugle Smass the perception of parents by

adolescents humanfumaneumanguman relations 1965 18 105115103113lon105103ion

campbell

115113

D T the generality of a social attitude in D krech

R S crutchfield & E L ballachey eds individual in

society new yorkyorks mcgraw hill 1962 P 145143

carlsone R clique structure and member satisfaction in groups

sociometry 1960 25239 327537527557327337327527 537557337

89

berelson B & steiner G A human behavior n inventory 5

scientific findings new york harcourt brace & world 1964

bogardus E S fundamentals f social

an invent of

find SO

of

me

18v

489

and



www.manaraa.com

byhg

rimerile

psychalpsychol 9

cociolsocioloeioelodi caical

la19

90

carter L P & haythornHay Wthom the behavior of authoritarian and

equalitarian personalities under various leadership conditions

human relations 1956 j 577457

cartwright

74

D & zander A eds group dynamics research and

theorytheony 2nd ed new york harper & row 19601960

christensen H T ed handbook ofojfoaf marriagemar and the family

chicago rand mcnally 1964

coch L & french J R P overcoming resistance to change human

relations 1948

abnormal and social psychology 1955 1 578583378383578378

cooley

583383

C H social oelanizationprganizationpaganization new york rimersscrirnersscrimersscribnersSc sons

1929192901929.0

dager E Z socialization and personality development in the

child in H T christensen ed handbook of marriage and

the familyfamia chicago rand mcnallyMcNallmenallymcnailmenali 1964yv ppap 740781740

davis

781

K parentyouthparent conflictyouth A sociological interpretation

in H rodman ed marriabeage family and society new york

random house 196519659 ppap 1491581491580149

DePdefleur

158

leur M L & westiewestiwestle PFf Re verbal attitudes and overt acts

american sociological review 1958 25 467673667675667673667 675673

depleurdefleurDeP Mleur L & westiewestle PF R attitude as a scientific concept

social forces 1960 8 17511731017 31051

f9

gr

the 2nd

f

it 512552512532512 552532

coopermithcoopersmithCoop Sermith studies in self esteem scientific american

196819689 218 961069610696 lo6106logloa

crockett W emergent leadership in small decision making groups

journal otof lq

mar

mar t

lq

l9
381

soei

gyp

westley

and

fa

29.29



www.manaraa.com

readireadl in theortheon

comeompetitionlon

91

deutsch M an experimental study of the effects of cooperation and

competitioncompetit upon group process human relations 1949 2

dreikurs R & soltz R N children the challenge new york

duell sloan & pearce 1964

familypamily home evening manual salt lake city deseret news press

1965

family home evening manual salt lake city deseret news press

1966196619

farberparber Bbe pamilyfamilypami organizationorg andization interaction san francisco

chandler 1964

Pendfendrichrich J M A study of the association among verbal attitudes

commitment and overt behavior in different experimental

situations social forces 1966 45 547355347355547347

fishbein

355

M ed readings attitude theorytheony and measurement

new york wiley & sons 1967

french J R P israel J & As D an experiment on participation

in norwegian factory interpersonal dimensions of decision

making human relations 1960 12129 3193

gibb

19

C A leadership in G lindzey ed handbook of social

psychology vol II11 cambridgecarnCain massbridge addison wesley

195419540

me

aq

199252199232199 252232

deutsch M some factors affecting membership motivation and

achievement motivation human relations 195919599 12129 81958195081 95095

me

chall

even

family even

me

29

me

re

enie



www.manaraa.com

bibiebible hy

quanQuarterlteri 19601960 24 168

kelley H H & thibaut J W experimental studies of group

problemsolvingproblem processsolving in G lindzey ed handbook of social

psychology vol II11 addison wesley 195491954 ppap 735785755785735755 785

cociolsociol 9 195819589lograplogrip 9

92

gingles R H A study of the administration and scoring of the

incomplete story test as a measure of the adolescents perception

of the affectional relationships of the family unpublished

masters thesis university of nebraska 1955

goode W J the family englewood cliffs new jersey prentice hall

inc 1964

gormangerman A H the leader the group new york columbia university

196519630

hansen D A & hill R families under stress in H T christensen

ed handbook otof marriagemarri and the family chicago rand mcnally

196491964 ppap 782819782

hays

819

S an outline of statistics new york longmans green 1953

hill R sociology of marriage and family behavior 1945561945 A56 trend

report and bibliography current sociology 198

homans G C the human groupgromgrok new york harcourt brace & world

195019500

jackson J M reference group processes in a formal organization

in D cartwright & A zander eds group dynamics research

and theory 2nd ed new york harper & row 1960 ppap 120159120139120 139159

katz D the functional approach to the study of attitudes public

opinion quarterlyquarterlquartell

in

hillo

gro

ht

Ps 0

1 98

and



www.manaraa.com

9593

kerlinger F N foundations of behavioral research new york

holt rinehart and winston 196419646

hollar S L instrumental and expressive marital roles sociology

and social research 196219629 t416 186 194

courtscounts

09oy

saciolosociolo

6 186194

krech D crutchfield R S & ballachey E L individual j

society new york mcgraw hill 1962

lapiere R T attitudes versus actions social forces 1954

25025723023710230250

lapiere

2374025723710

R T attitudes versus actions in M fishbein ed

readingsreadirgreadirs in attitude theorytheony and measurement new york wiley

& sons 1967

larson R E factors in the acceptance and adoption of family

home evening in the L D S church A study of planned change

unpublished masters thesis brigham young university 1967

lemasters E E modern courtship and marriage new york macmillan

195719570

lidz T the family and human adaptation new york international

university press 196119611

lippitt G
9 L leadership in action washington D C national

training laboratories 1961

lippitt R 00. & white R K auto2racautocracy and democracy an

experimental inquiry new york harper & brothers 1960

moss C S current and projected status of semantic differential

research psychological record 1960 10lo10 475447 54

R p

s9 in

so

th

marri

fam

6

lgb

demoe

insu

sa

0.909



www.manaraa.com

eiselpeie

meanindeanin

94

osgood C E the nature and measurement of meaning psycho1091 cal

bulletin 1952 9 197257237257

osgood

197

C B crossculturalcross comparabilitycultural in attitude measurement

via multilingual semantic differentials in M pishbeinfishbeinPish edbein

readings in attitude theorytheony and measurement new york wiley &

sons 1967 ppap 112115112

osgood

115

C E suci G J & tannenbaum P H the measurement of

meaning urbana university of illinois 1957

parsons T & bales R PF family socialization and interaction

process glencoe ill111111.iliiiilillii free press 1955

raven B H rietsemaetsemabetsema J the effect of varied clarity of group

goal and group path upon the individual and his relation to his

group in D cartwright & A zander eds group dynamics

research and theorytheom 2nd ed new york harper & row 1960

PP 595415395413395595

rieken

hip415413niphij

H W & homans G C psychological aspects of social

structure in G lindzey ed handbook speclaicial psychologypsycho

vol

loUiou
II11 cambridge mass addison wesley 195419549 ppap 7868527868320786 8320852

rodman H ed marriage family and society new york random

house 1965

rokeach M attitude change and behavioral change public opinion

quarterly 1966671966 067 529550529

selltiz

550

C jahoda M deutsch M & cook 3 W research methods

in social relations new york holt rhinehart & winston 1967

psychological

th

rif

hi s

groupdynamics

w9

of social

marr famicami

3

and

wa



www.manaraa.com

crosbcrosseross

esons&sons

95

skinner B PF science and human behavior new york free press

1965

slater P E contrasting correlates of group size sociometry

195819589 L219 1291591291390129 1390159

smith C B an investigation of the relationship between birth order

and parental acceptance unpublished masters thesis brigham

young university 1964

snedecor G W & cochran G statistical methods ames iowalovaiova

iowa state university press 1967

stagner R & osgood C E experimental analysis of a nationalistic

frame of reference journal of social psychologyPsych 1911941igiolaIZ 14

389401389401389

stephens

yolyoi

W N the family in erocro s s cultural perspective new york

holt rhinehart & winston 19651963

stevens S S handbook of experimentalperimentalperidental psychology new york

wiley & sons 1951

strodtbeck PF L the family as a threepersonthree groupperson american

sociological review 1954 19 252923292523

strotlandstromlandStrot

29

Eland determination of attraction to groups the journal

of social psychology 1959 499 71807180071 80o

thibaut

80

J W & kelley H H the social psychologypsycholoz of groups

new york wiley 1959

thomas E J effects of facilitative role interdependence on group

functioning in D cartwright & A zander eds group dynamics

research and theorytheoatheom 2nd ed new york harper & row 1960

ppap 449471449 471

wt W

crosscultural

landbook exPeriperlmental

199

wt y UpsycholoeloZioe Ps

groupdynamics

iby

and



www.manaraa.com

rosrogres

jbfsaf

jogjoy

coecoo

luchoLachoiobloglob

hillahillg

96

thurstone L L the measurement of social attitudes journal ofcye

abnormal and social psychologylacholog 1932 26269 2492692492690249 2692690

tittle C R & hill R J attitude measurement and prediction of

behaviorbehaviors an evaluation of conditions and measurement techniques

sociometry 1967

children philadelphia W B

saunders co 1967

wilson W & miller N shifts in evaluation of participants

following intergroup competition journal of abnormal and

social psychology 1961 6 428451428431428 tji451431

winch R F the modern family new york henry holt & co 1952

winer B J & halpin A W A factorial study of the leadership

behavior descriptions in R M stogdill and A E coons eds

leader behavior its description and measurement columbus

ohio state university 1957 ppap 595139515939

winter

51

G love and conflict garden city new york doubleday

195819580

wyatt W W & bridges C M statistics for the behavioral

sciences boston D C heath & co 1966

sociome 1
og 199213199

torgerson

213

W S theorytheony and methods of scaling new york wiley

1958195891958.9

van zeistzelst R H validation of a sociometric regroup procedure

journal of abnormal jad social psychologypsycholoe 195219529 47lg 299501299301299 501301

verville E behavior problemsblemsbeems of

so the

and

coo

no

f

go

do

PsycholoE



www.manaraa.com

progproc e

ill111111.liililiii free press 1955

Zeizelditch M role differentiation in the nuclear family A

comparative study in T parsons & R F bales eds

familypamily s0 c ialiailzationbation and interaction process glencoe

zelditch

socialization

97



www.manaraa.com

APPENDIX



www.manaraa.com

APPENDIX

questionnaire USED IN THE STUDY

instructions one purpose of this study is to measure the
meaning of certain words please make your judgment on the basis
of what these things mean to you on thetletie following page you will
find a word to be judged and beneath it a set of scales you are
to rate the word on each of these scales in order

here is how you are to use these scales

if you feel that the word at the top of the page is very closely
related to one end of the scale you should place your checkmarkcheck
as

mark
follows

fair X unfair
fair X unfair

if you feel that the word is quite closely related to one or the
other end of the scale but not extremely you should place your
checkmarkcheck asmark follows

strong X s weakveak
strong X weak

if the word seems only slightly related to one side as opposed to
the other side but is not really neutral then you should check
as follows

active X passive
active x X passive

the direction toward which you check of course depends upon which
of the two ends of the scale seem most characteristic of the thing
youre judging

if you consider the word to be neutral on the scale both sides
of the scale are equally associated with the word or if the scale
doesndoesntdoean seem to apply then you should place your checkmarkcheck inmark the
middle spacetspacesspace

safe s X dangerous

i s

1

41 0 we ak

should

areequally
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IMPORTANT

1 place your checkmarkscheck inmarks the middle of spaces not
on the boundaries

THIS NOT THIS
X X

2 be sure you check everyeveny scale for every wordwond do not
omit any

5 never put more than one checkmarkcheck onmark a single scalesealescaief

work at a fairly high speed through this test do not
worry or puzzle over individual items it is your first impressions
the immediate feelings about the items that we want on the other
hand please do not be careless because we want your true impressions

rate this word

HOME EVENINGevering

good

negative
meaningful

painful
unimportant
wise

sad
unfriendly

i

S ji bad

positive
meaningless

pleasurable
j important

foolish

j happy

j friendly
unwilling
uncomfortable

j useless
ji right
ji boring

checkevery worddo

wialingwillinglling
comfortable
useful
wrong

interesting

0
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directions read each of the following statements about
your father when he is with family members how much time does he
spend doing the kind of thing mentioned decide whether he always
often occasionally seldom or never acts in the way described
following each statement circle the word which best describes his
behavior

statements about your father

1 he spends time with family members doing things which they
enjoy doing

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

2 he reminds us that school grades are important

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

53 he lets family members know what their duties are around home

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

4 he praises and encourages family members

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

5 he gives family members advice about how to solve their problems

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

6 he is concerned with getting things done well

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

7 he sees that the family sets goals

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

8 he listens when family members have problems and tries to help

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

9 he accepts the ideas of others about how to do things

ALWAYS OFTENOPTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

10 he explains the reasons behind his actions and decisions

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionallyoccasionaioccasional SELDOM NEVER

follow
familymemberst

selaomt

hisactions

LY
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directions read each of the following statements about your
mother when she is with family members how much time does she spend
doing the kindkin of thing mentioned decide whether she always often
occasionally seldom or never acts in the way described following
each statement circle the word which best describes her behavior

statements about your mother

1 she spends time with family members doing things which they
enjoy doing

ALWAYS OFTEN ocasionallyoccasionallyOCASIO SELDOMNALLY NEVER

2 she reminds us that school grades are important

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

53 she lets family members know what their duties are around home

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

4 she praises and encourages family members

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

5 she gives family members advice about how to solve their problems

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

6 she is concerned with getting things done well

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

7 she sees that the family sets goals

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

8 she listens when family members have problems and tries to help

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

9 she accepts the ideas of others about how to do things

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

10 she explains the reasons behind her actions and decisions

ALWAYS OFTEN occasionally SELDOM NEVER

d

r

withfamily

80
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information

aftait albilb

about you and youryounzourzoun family
1 how old are you 2 areane you a boy or a girl CHECKHECK ONE

boy girl
53 of which church are you a member

L D S other
4 how long have you been a member of your church

less than 1 year 464 years6

15131 53 years 7 years or more

5 are your parents living answer YES or NO for each parent
father living mother living

6 who are you living with
living with father living with others give
living with mother relationship

7 your parents or guardians with whom you are living are members
of which church CHECK ONE FOR EACH PARENTPAPMT

FATHER MOTHER

L D S

other
8 how long have your parents or guardians with whom you are

living been members of their church
FATHERFAR MOTHER

less than 1 year
131 years3
464 years6
7 years or over

9 how often has your family held home evening

a never held it
b held it a few times but not within the last six weeks
Qc held it often but not within the last six weeks
d held it once or twice in the last six weeks
e held it three or four times in the last six weeks
f held it five or six times in the last six weeks

if you checked a or b turn to section A green page

if you checked cy d tl etteilefie or f turn to section B yellow
page

i e C

do so

0 do so

bs

do

sixweeks

all

ilcli tadtfd if

youg
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SECTION A

1 if your family held home evening a few times and then stopped
why do you think they stopped

2

9

why doesnt your family hold home evening now

53 wouldwouldyouyou like to have home evening in your family why or
why not

4 what kinds of things would you like to do during home evening if
your family decided to hold it

5 who would you prefer to have lead your family home evening

father both father and mother

mother others tell who

6 if your family decided to hold home evening would you like to
help plan for it and help present the lesson why or why not

his410tib

20

mother

60
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SECTION B

who usually sees to it that home evening is held in your family

father both father and mother

mother others please tell who

2 how often do you help presentinginpresentingin the home evening lessons
regularly seldom

frequently never

occasionally
531 how often do you help in planning home evening

regularly seldom

frequently never

occasionally
k how often during home evening does your family discuss questions

or problems which are important to you

regularly seldom

frequently never

occasionally
5 how often do you think your family follows the home evening

manual lessons
regularly seldom

frequently never

occasionally
6 who would you prefer to have lead your family home evening

father both father and mother

mother others please tell who

1

40
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instructions read each story and answer the questions at the end

after M A helen and maxine got to talking about home

evening both girls are members of the L D S church and

participate with their families in home evening helen says that

she does not enjoy home evening and wishes that she could get out

of attending

1 why do you think helen feels the way she does about home evening

2 what kinds of things do you think helenshelenahelenmheiens family does during home
evening

the

20
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judy and donna were discussing the subject of home evening

as they walked home from school judy is in the ninth grade all
of her family are members of the L D S church and they have been

holding home evening regularly for over a year judy says that she

really enjoys home evening and looks forward to it each week

1 why do you think judy feels the way she does about home evening

2 what kinds of things do you think judy family does during
home evening

judys
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instructionsinstructiInstructinstructs onsi read each story and answer the questions at the end

ned and ben were discussing the subject of home evening as they

were walking home from school all of ned family are members of the

L D S church and they have been holding home evening regularly for

over a year ned says that he really enjoys home evening and looks

forward to it each week

1 why do you think ned feels the way he does about home evening

2 what kinds of things do you think neds family does during
home evening

neds

10
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after M I1 A walter and martin got to talking about home

evening both boys are members of the L D S church and participate

with their families in home evening walter says that he does not

enjoy home evening and wishes that he could get out of attending

1 why do you think walter feels the way he does about home evening

2 what kinds of things do you think walters family does during
home evening

do

10
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agensagers

xax1ABSTRACT

the purpose of this study was to identify factors related to

attitudes of teenagersteen towardagers the family home evening program of the

church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday hypotheses involving

the relationships of certain factors to attitudes toward home evening

were tested

A cluster sample of twentythreetwenty ninthgradeninththree classesgrade was

selected and data were gathered through use of a questionnaire

statistics usedmsedased in analysis of data included the pearsonianPearso productnian

moment correlation coefficientcoeficient and analysis of variance responses

to openendopen questionsend were content analyzed by three independent

judges

findings suggest that perceived participation by teenagersteen

in

agers

planning and presenting home evening lessons is related to positive

attitudes toward the program teen agers1 perception of their family

as discussing questions or problems of importance to them during home

evening also seems to be related to positive attitudes no signifi-

cant relationship was found between teen agersf perception of relative

differences in taskmaintenancetask orientationsmaintenance of their parents and

teen agersf attitudes toward home evening
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